I TRUTH AND ERROR 


— 9 — 


CO N T RASTE D, 
 £* YEE 
FAMILIAR DIALOGUE: 
IN WHICH ARE CLEARLY SHEWN THE | 


MISTAKEN NOTIONS OF MANKIND,. 


RELATIVE 


— — 


TO THEIR PRESENT AND FUTURE STATE, 
TO THE RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT, 
TO HEAVEN AND TY Oy 


* 


AND 
LIFE AND DEATH. 


BY A LOVER OF TRUTH. 


4 WITH AN APPENDIRY; 
CONTAINING | 
ESSAYS AND EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS, 


RELATIVE 


TO THE SAME SUBJECT. 


LD ND ON: 


PRINTED BY AND FOR JAMES GI IONEnY iN 
GEORGE- Wes, LOMBARD-STKEET3; 


AND SOLD BY . LEACROPT, AT eaAize- 
CROSS3Z AND u. CONANT, IN FLEET-58TREET» 


M. DCC, XXVI. 


* 


CC ̃Ä , CC WT NS 


a Ka 6% „ A „ aa 


i. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T7 ULGAR prejudices, like 
WV chronical Aikalts „are con- 
quered with difficulty; time fixes 
one in the mind, as firmly as it 
roots the other in the body: but 
as chronical diſeaſes have yielded 
to the power of medicine; ſo the 
author flatters himſelf with no leſs 
ſucceſs over vulgar prejudices, how- 
ever deeply — except where 
invincible ignorance reſides. 


The untrodden path, into which 
the reader will, at his firſt outſet, 
find himſelf led, may make him 
fearful to proceed: but to encou- 
rage him to go on, though he will 
in his way meet with many things 
not only uncommon, but new, the 
author aſſures him, that he has 
furniſned him with firmer footing 
to ſtand on, than old prejudices, 


and common- received notions. 
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BETWEEN 


SAR X anyd.-PNE.UM A. 


CARX. You have often repeated in 
converſation, The fleſb ts not ſubhect to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be. I 
ſhould be glad to know-what- it is you 
infer from theſe words? * x 


7 PNEUMA. My inference is important; 
and if you have patience to hear it, I 
make no doubt but you will think it ſo. 


SaRx. You raiſe my expectation. 


PxzUMA. The words which you ſay 
I have often repeated, are in the viiith of 
the Romans, though not indeed exactly 
as I have ſpoken; St. Paul's words are 
ſtronger : 


l 6 ] 


— 


ſtronger: The carnal mind, ſays he, i en- 


mity againſt God; it is not ſubject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. This is 


the natural man, who, he tells the Corin- 


thians,  receiverh not the things of tbe Spirit 
of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him. 1 


Cor. ii. 14. And, further on, he diſco- 
vers to us the final end of this man: 


Now this I ſay, brethren, that fleſh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither „4 corruption inherit incorruption. 
1 Cor. o. From hence I would 
infer, — the generality of mankind live 


in great miſtake and error concerning 


themſelves: for go into we y ſociety 8 


ſect of Chriſtians, 


chem ſubjecting, yg et and 9% ry | 


that part of man to vbey God, which 


neyer can be ſubject nor oþbegient to God; 
and, in conſequence of -this method uf 
teaching, you will find Chriſtians full of 


an erroneous expectation of e the 
kingdom of re vey in theſe bodies, in 
direct contratition to St. Paul, who, 18 


if he could not ſpeak — * ſtrong 
and intelligible, And e out, 


Now this I ſay, pm „ that er wa 
f Od 


Blood camner inherit the tin 
mcorr 
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SaRx. Would you not have Chriſtians 
meet together? And if they do meet, is 
there not a neceſſity for rules and orders 
to prevent confuſion 1 ie | ; 


PREUNA; . | You miſtake me. It is 
not decen that J blame; but that teach- 
ing, which is contrary to the plaineſt 
letter of ſeripture, How many volumes 
have been written, and how much labour 
has been ſpent, to ſhow the poſſibility, of 
all. the; If e 2 es of our . 
however diſtan 5 ated, reunitin 
forming again t me body, and 
ing. before a ſuppoſed „A 4 
God! But I would aſk, to what end 
ſerves this>reunion of all the ſcattered 
parts, if fleſh and blood cannot inherit 
1 5855 ngdom of God? And if it ene 

ſubje . 1 to the law of God, why, for 
wee ee on it riſe again? The 
texts of {cx1 ture I have quoted, are point 
blank. .; it; neither can I 155 in 
any part of the Bible, where i it is menti- 
oned as an article. of belief. | 


"INS But did not FEY riſe and 
appear in the ſame. body that was flain 
upon the croſs? And was not this to 


convince us of the a of our 


on 


3 


doubtleſs to convince the world os re- 


ſurrection. But when I read, that Chriſt 


appeared, and diſappeared; juſt as he liſt- 
ed ; that, though the doors 'were ſhut, 


he was ſuddenly feen ſtanding in the midſt 


of his diſciples ; - and that, at "another 


time, He as ſuddenly yaniſhed out of their 
fight; I am' ſiffictently” authorized to 
. conceive quite different from the 
generality of Chriſtians ſuppoſe 3 ; becauſe 
J here ſee no groſs fleſh. and blood ; and 
though it was evidently {ych as might be 


felt, Se its nature was of = e 


that no walls could confine” 
ceive, therefore, that this 


when the body dies, man is not arinjhilas 
ted, but lives in Mother ſtate and mode 


of exiſtence; ; for when bur Saviour talks 
of a reſurrection, he ſpeaks nothing of 
the fleſh riſing after it has periſhed in the 


earth, but ſays, I am the reftrrettion 420 
the life ; he that believeth in me, though be 


were dead, yet ful he 2 and whoſorver 


truveth and believeth in me, ſhall never die. 
John xi. 25, 26, Our bleſſed Lor&evi- 


dently ſpeaks, in theſe words,” of a reſur- 


rection in the body, viz. before the atli- 


mal life is ſeparated from it. And it is 
as plain that St. Paul meant the 


when 


L 9 . 1 


PEUNMA. What was then done, was 


is only Ks | 
tended as an outward convidtibn, that, 


1 9 ] 


which are above; Colo, iii. 1. And in 
the Revelation it is ions, Ble * and 
holy it be that bath part in the fi 722 
2 en ſuch t 7 death * no 
jours Nev. xx. — 

San Wut + 9 205 deny a general 
reſurection 1 


e No, no ach thing, Lonly 


point out the miſtaken notions of man- 


kind reſpecti 
it is not after 


it is to be ed for : : K 577 * did not 
pray to # 


e Hm of his 
reſurrettiofty. (Phi iii. 855 ae hs ates 
ws -blridd-1 in the 


Sans. j 2 18. i 14. a 5 3t 
g 01441 2 
Fuge Who expects. a plant to 
wiſe from dead ſeed? Should a man firſt 
deſtroy the lifin his ſeeds, and then fow 
them; his expectation of their ſhooting 


reſurtrection; and that 


forth, would be juſt as vain as theirs, 8 


who expect. a reſurrection of their dead 
carcaſe. 70 a 


1 | SAR. 


when he wrote thus to the Coloflians : 7 
ye then ze riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things 


Aa uf life, but in theſe bodies 


- - - — — 
— — 
— — — —2 
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SARx. Is it not faid, It 75 gm 
natural body, and raiſed a rie =P 4 a 


x Cor. xv. 44. N 


. It is Eo Aid : but: Jet me. 


aſk, when is it ſown a natural 9 ? 


SARXx, When? Why when it is Ta 


into the grave, it is then ſowh a natural 
body ; and at the laſt day, when the. laſt 
trumpet ſhall ſound, — it ſhall be _ 
2 n body. 


„edv, This error not Secular 
it is too ge N Ebi 

Naur confidering 55 they believes 
— as great, if not Feater abfurdi- 
ties, even with the Sc 2 before them, 
than the Pagans did 
their poets. Chriſtians Expect life, where 
life is departed ;' or that the ſoul will put 
on its body again, juſt as a man puts on a 
left off coat. This error ariſes from this 
falſe ſup ppoſition, that body is created firſt; 
and that then a ſoul is infuſed into it. 


Whereas all nature contradicts this; from 


the ſmalleſt blade of grafs to the langen 
elephant, every life, whether animal or 
vegetable, brings forth its * own body 


*Vide Appendix. 
with 


om the fables: of 


4111 ] 


wich it. The v natural life of man comes 
forth with its own natural body; but this 
being of a corruptible nature, a ſtate of 


incorruption cannot poſſibly be attained 


* Pythagoras and. Plato, at a loſs how to a t 
for the animation of e held L 
ſouls. Origen was of the ſame opinion ; and the 
ſame has been ſupported by multitudes : but I will 
only mention the learned Dr. Henry Moore; becauſe 
in Nis life, publiſhed by Ward, may be ſeen how 
embarraſſed he was, to anſwer, upon his own prin- 
ciples, the following queries put to him by lady 
Conway: „ Firſt, V God did create the 
“ matter far the enjoyment of ſouls, ſince they fell 
« by it? | Secondly, Whether the ſoul, could enjoy 
“e the matter without being clothed i Corporiety ; 
ce — 4 it coul 2 png it _ 2 — 1 the 
“ ſoul that makes it aſſume a Thirdly, n 
<« ſuppoſition ph of the ſouls fell, why he 155 
te not all aſſume bodies together: and how Adam 
© can be ſaid to be the. firſt man, and all men to fall 
« in ; ſince they fell before: how the ſouls 
Hof beaſts and plants came into bodies? Fourthly, 


« How man can be reſtored to what he fell from; 
“ and why the Devils, that fell, cannot: why 
“ Chriſt's death ſhould extend to one more than 
the other ?”—The reader will ſee, by the above 

ueſtions, how puzzling the doctrine of pre-exiſtent 
Pals is to the humaſ mind: and ſhould take the 
trouble to read the doctor's ſolution, inſtead of the 
leaſt ſatisfaction, he will only find himſelf bewildered 
in an inextricable maze of words and ſentences. But 
in this pamphlet all theſe difficulties are removed. 
The Creatien, Fall, and Redemption, are ſet forth in 
ſuch a ſeriptural and rational light, that the attentive 
mind cannot ayoid being firuck with irreſiſtible 


conviction, 
B 2 by 


[12] 2 
8 * 


a 2 
by it: but the inſtant the natural life 
exiſts, that inſtant alſo exiſts its natural 
body. Now you will not certainly aſk 
me, when it is the natural life*e@riſts ; a 
queſtion, that every parent can eaſily re- 
ſolve : the moment, therefore, life exiſts, 
that inſtant is the natural body ſown ; 
and not when it is put a cold lifeleſs lump 
of clay into the earth. Man, poor fallen 
man, or the firſt Adam, ſows the natural 
body ; for having loſt his firſt given power 
of multiplying pafadifiacal, and, conſe- 

uently, incorruptible children, this is 
the ſole geaſon that nothing but corrup- 
tion can iſſue from him: but the ſecond 
Adam, Jeſus Chriſt, he rays it a ſpiritual 
Sady. 1 Cor. xv. 4. 


SARx. I never heard this matter ſet 
forth in ſuch a light before: you have 
actually given me new conceptions. But, 
however, I muſt here put another queſtion 
to you: if the Scriptures are to be our 
rule, do they not favour my opinion, 
when they ſay, The laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and the * ſhall be raiſed incorruptible? 
1 Cor, xv. 52. Does not this imply, 
that all, who lie in the grave, ſhall be 
then awakened, and come forth, as Laza» 
rus did at the call of Jeſus? — 


PxRUMA. 


[ Av 
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PxEUMA. Do you take 25 /aft trumpet 


to be ſome inſtrumental ſound ? 


Ak. It bs ſo conſidered, J believe, 
by the generality of Chriſtians. 


PxneEuMA. The word laf evidently 
implies a fit: now who is he that heard 
the inſtrumental ſound of the firſt trum- 


pet ? | 
Sakx. I confeſs you puzzle me. 


PxzUMA. + The laſt trumpet means 
the laſt call man ſhall have from God. 
To the true Chriſtian it will be a joyful 
ſound: ſuch an one can look back and 
tell, when he heard the firſt awakening 
trumpet, or call from God, that through- 
ly rouzed and awakened him, and cauſed 
him to turn and give his heart unto God. 
The firſt trumpet, therefore, is that, which 
ſpeaks home to the ſoul of a ſinner, and 
turns him from the error of his ways: it 


may be an alarming ſickneſs, the death of 


a dear friend, ſome deplorable calamity, 
or even the voice of a preacher; but be it 
what it will that ſo affects a ſinner as to 


make him look inward and ſeek for God, 


to him it is the firſt trumpet or call from 
God, The laſt trumpet, or call, is when 
| the 


[ 14 ], 


the laſt hour comes, when man muſt put 
off this corruptible body, and be changed 


in a moment ; for the inſtant he 


one body, his ſoul os life will be 


ed 


with another, viz. an houſe from beaven, - 


that is, an heavenly body; ſuch a body 


as can never die nor corrupt; and thus, | 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, he will be raiſed 1 in- 


carruptible. 


Sarx. But is it not ſaid, ſy hall 
be raifed ? And is not the reſurrection of 


the dead an article in the Chriſtian's. 


creed? Now what can be meant by the 

dead, but thoſe who lie in the graue t 

— Chriſtians, I "—_ bold it in this 
nſe. 


PN EUA. What think you of our 


Lord's words, Let 
dead? Mat. viii. 22. 
conveyed, that man W alive, and 10 


dead. 


SARX. But Job poſitively declared, 
that in his yy be fhould fee * Jab 


xix. 26. 


dead bury their 


— He did fo : but he as po- 
fitively afterwards declared, I have mo 


off 


*Here i is a meaning 


SN. 7 


from the gautr; 2nd be tall ſor the ſheep 
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that I tnidesftood- nor; things roo won genf 
for me, ubs I knew not. Job xlii. 3. 


Saxx. Is it not ſaid in the xxvth of 
Matthew, ben the Son of Man ſhall come 
m his glory, and all the angels with 
him, _ he fit upon the throne of his 


glory 3 before him Tall be gat. all 


nations, — ſhall ſepurate them one from 
another; as 4 Jhep herd divideth his . ſheep 


on this right hand, bit the goats on the left ? 
What ean be tore concfuſive than this 7 
If words have any meaning in them, thi 
at once decide this controverſy in favon 
of the riſing of all fleſh, and ſtanding we 
fore the throne of God. 


pürumk. Let me aſk you, which i * 


the right; and which the left hand of 


God ? 


SARx. Is wt as. a aeg inp 
queſtion ? Does not eve: Hd —— | 
1 is his right, and w ich 18 s his left 
? 


— : - the 0 article of this 
char C be it is 

tively affe erted, 422 Aon >. 
* ont body, parts, or paſſions.“ Wherk 
NOW 
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now will you find the right or left hand of 
God? Right and left hand, therefore, 
muſt certainly have a different meaning 
from what you put on it. In the Serip- 
ture, ſome are ſaid to be in darkneſs, and 
under the power of. Satan; others to be 
delivered from the power of darkneſs, and 
are therefore called r the children of light. 
Now if God be a being without body, 
parts, or paſſions, light and darkneſs are 
terms the-beſt expreſſive of the right and: 
left hand of God. And in theſe to 
ſtates all mankind inevitably are: if they 
are not children of light, they are of 
darkneſs ; there is no middle ſtate ; con- 
9 therefore, all mankind ſtand 
either on the left or right hand of God. 
As this is and muſt be the caſe, then, in 
evety heart where Chriſt is formed, as 
Paul expreſſeth himſelf, there he ſits on 
the throne of his glory, enlightening and 
illuminating that Pul and conſequently, 
therefore, is the true ſeparator : thoſe . 
whom he illuminates, are the ſheep on 
the right; thoſe who are in the dark, and 
under the power of Satan, are the. goats 
on the left. Every truly awakened ſoul 
knows this to be the caſe : he knows and 
feels, that Chriſt is come to judgment; 
he has experienced the judgment in him- 
ſelf; he can look back and ſee when he 
Was 


1 7 1 
was a goat on the left; but being now 
Light in the Lord, his ſtate is reverſed, 
and he ſtands at the right hand of God. 
The expreſſions, right and left, have de- 
ceived you; you have taken them in the 
common — and ſo have impoſed 
upon yourſelf. | 


SARX. But it mankind ſhall not ariſe 
at laſt out of the grave in theſe bodies; 
the fleſh then, by your way of reaſoning, - 
is the grave of the ſoul. | 


PNEUMA. S0 it certainly is. But by 
this reply you ſeem to me to know no- 
thing of yourſelf, nor what man was at 

his creation. 5 * 


sSaxx. I believe, as all baptized Chri- 
ftians believe, « that God created us.” 


PxzuMA. But do you ſuppoſe, that 
God created man in the manner he -now 
is ? . | | 


Saxx. Why ſhould 1 think other- 
wiſe ? 


PnzoMaA. Is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, ; 
that man had, at his creation, a body not 

ſubect to the law of God, and which could 
C not 
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nat inberit his kingdom ? Des. not fach 
a ſuppoſition make Gad the author of 
— 21 ; and a creator of a natute 
contrary to himſelf, which canngt Elo] 
live and act in full oppaſition to him? It 
is an unworthy thought of God Net 
from the beſt authority we have it that 
man, at his creation, was a far different 
creature; that he was ſuperior to the whole 
creation, à lord and governor of the uni- 
verſe; that all the creatures were ſuhject 
and obedient to his will; that nothing. 
could injure him ; and that he neither 
knew nor felt any . No it muſt 
conſequently follow, from theſe iſes, 
that God created him happy. But What 
became of this happineſs ? If we his 
children do not inherit it, and know no- 
thing gf it, can any thing be more evi- 
dent, than that it was loft before any child+ 
ren iſſued from Adam ? for like always 

produces its like; happy Adam could not 
— begetting happy children: but where 
are theſe happy children? What can be 
more plain than that Adam altered his 
ſtate, and, if 1 may. fo ſay, new wats 
himſelf ? But 4 could not have | 
pened, unleſs he had died to the ſtate 1 a 


which he was created ; like as it js im- 
poſlible for our preſent ſtate to be altered, 
unleſs. we we die to it. Death does not; 


cannot 
. 


[ 19 ] 


cannot annihflate; it only alters the mode 
and manner of exiſtenee: could it anni- 
hilate, Adam would never have riſen and 
lived in this world; no! it only altered 
the mode and manner of his exiſtence. 
His body that was before all glorious and 
paradifiacal, was loft ; and a body of freh 
fleſh and blood fond i in the change, that 
is not ſubjet# to the lam of God, nor indbeu 
can be. Now, Sir, was f miſtaken, When 
I called our bodies the graves of our 
ſouls? 


Sarx, Not fo faſt; I have | ety | 
to offer, Is it not ſaid by St. Paut to the 
Hebrews, It is appointed to all men once to 
die, and after this the jadgment ? Heb. ix. 
27. and again to the Corinthians, We 
muſt all appear before the jrdgment-ſeat 
Chrift, that every one may recerve the thin 
done in the body, according to that be hath 
anne, whether it be good or bad 5 ; Cor. * =p 
10. Do not theſe words imply a general 
reſurrection; and ftrongly 295 . the 
univerſal belief of Seb at they 
ſhall riſe with their bodies at the laff day, 
to receive the ſentence of Come, ye Bleſſed ; 
or, Go, ye curſed ? 


PN RUM4A. Whatever theſe worls may 
im ply, or whatever eonſtruction you may 
C 2 * 
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put upon them, they do not * the leaſt 


1nvalidate what I have ſaid. con- c 
tend, with St. Paul, that * e | v 
nobich is not ſubject to the lau of God, nor n 
indeed can be, cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God. I ſhew the reaſon why, viz. that 
Adam's falling and dying to his firſt life, 
was the ſole cauſe. of his riſing and living 4 
to this. I entirely agree alſo with St, je 
Paul, that every one muſt appear before the 0! 
judgment -ſeat of Chriſt, to receive according 5 
to what he has done in the body: but do * 
not you at this inſtant, do not all that 1 
are alive, ſand before the judgment. La of 4 
Chriſt? Where is the judgment-ſeat of r 
| Chriſt ? Is it a local place, think you, as b 
too many make heaven and hell? For 
judgment, ſaith Chriſt, I an come into the 2 
world, John ix. 39. And again he faith, B 
He that believeth. on him is not condemned ; cl 
and he that believeth not, is condemned al, 4 
ready. John iii. 18. Now when are be- tt 
| lief and unbelief tranſacted? Are they at 
0 not internal acts? When Paul ſtood be- 2 
F fore Felix, Felix ſtood before the judg- 1 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt ; elſe what made him it 
tremble ? what but the ſecret condemy b 
nation he felt in his breaſt ? And why is 
it dying perſons diſcover ſuch fear and | 
terror? they feel, in their hearts, what 4 
is not in the power of the yiaticum to $ 


remove, 


1 


removes. | If Aa man finds acquittance or 
condemnation in himſelf, and. he never 


will or can find it any where elſe, is it 


not there that judgment is: paſſed . He, 

* An objection to this may be the hardy ering of 
condemned criminals. Alas, poor creatures ! they 
die unawakened : fleſh and blood, which is not ſub- 


je& to the law of God, by being high fed, braves it 


out to the laſt. But it has been often remarked, that 
fear and trembling has come ſuddenly on the ſtouteſt: 
then the ſoul gave the firſt ſigns of its awakening, 
and the fleſh had not power to conceal her an 12 
Though it is not doubted but many have from 
time into eternity totally unawakened, and without 
the leaſt ſenſe of futurity. Theſe, indeed, muſt 
come into judgment, though they paſſed out of the 

body without experiencing the judgment in it. | 


+ A learned Ray, or a claſſical King, if living, - 
might laugh at this as enthuſiaſtick ſtuff ; but, in 
Burnham's Pious Memorials, the reader will ſee a 
cloud of witneſſes, ebifping on their death-bed the 
acquittance they felt in their hearts. . But ſuch is the. 
2 between the earthly and heavenly wiſdom; 
the means, that acquire the one, cannot poſſibly 
attain the other. For a proof of this, I appeal to the 
epitaph Dr. King | made for himſelf, and alſo to the 
laſt dying words of the Rev. Mr. Ray 1: not the 
leaſt of Chriſtianity is to be ſeen in the epitaph; and 
it certainly would have ſuited a Pagan philopher, 
better than the head of an houſe at Oxford preſiding 


|| Dr. King, head of St. Mary Hall in Oxford. 
| t Rev. Mr. Ray, à learned botaniſt, and F. R. 8. 


died in the ſeventy- eighth year of his age, 1706, Vide 
vupplement to the Uniy ſal Magazine, fuly 1775. 


over 


the accuſer is caſt downt; and God, of 


[ 2 ] 


faith St. 'Joht, that BelieverÞ on the Sik of 
God, bath the witneſs in hitefolf ; 1 John 
v. Io. that is, his 01 Pit bears W 
with rhe Spirit of God, that he it 4 chin 
of God ; Rom. viii. 16. fo that he feels 


no more condemnation in himſelf, being 


paſſe from death unto life. 


i i al fi this to do with 
4 reſurrection ? 


PuN UNA. It is the ſirongeſt and id 
Eviderics a man can poſſibly have of a 
reſurtection: for being paſſed from death 


unto life, he feels no more condemnation; 


he hath ſtood before the judgment - ſeat of 
Chriſt, and received an happy ſentence: 
accuſations and fears are, therefore, over; 


whori he was before afraid, and with 
whom he felt he was not at peace, is now 


over Obriftiart fndents : and the dying words of hin 


Ray prove. him covered with bow than African 
dhiotarice, Phe writer of his life informs us, that 
4 few moments before his death, he defired ti» have 
the prayers of the church, appointed for the vifreation 
of the fick, and the abſolution im particular, read; 
after which he received the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper, Which,“ he fuid, “ was 2 ne vittti» 
te cum So thou — or the great journey he was 

can dying in the a 


5154 could not ne nee Meyn more i ignorance. 
bs 
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he feels. reconciled to him; all within 
him ſeems to be changed; he feels as it 
were a new creation, and that he is riſen 
out of the old into a new life 5. for he 
feels nom that he really loves God ; and 
that that fear and dread, which before 
kept him at a diſtanęę from God. - is 
now taken away, and he can now draw 
near with ly What written or 
parole evidence is ſo ſtrong as this? Here 
à man has the witneſs within himſelf; he 
knows he is ned from darkneſs. unt 
light, and from. the Ae Satan with 
Gad, Acts XXVI, 18. he-fepls that he it 
riſen with. Ghreft 3, and ſo experiences, 
with St. Paul, be power gf bit refurrec+ 
tian; and being made à partaker of the 
firſt reſurreqtion, fleſh. and blood then 
convinces him what it is, and how oppa- 
ite it is to that new and ſpiritual nature, 
of 9 5 | f 0 Ee ap th 
not only feels the He, lufing again 1 

Hrit, and the ſpirit i the „but 
that the feb if not and cennot be ſub jaa te 
the lap of God: he bears it, therefore, 


about with him as his croſs ; he daes not 
deck it, as the Phariſees of old, with 
religious ornaments and gutfide forms ; 
hut ſays, with St, Paul, Though I ui ts 
the fleſh, yet 1 de nat war after the Sets 
for the weapons of my warfare are not car- 
zal, 


[44] 


nal, but mighty through God to the pulling. 
down of- ftrong holds, caſting down imagina- 
tions or reaſonings, and every high thing that 
exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Chriſt. 2 Cor. x. 3, 4, 5. 
Fleſh and blood is become a real crofs 
him, and he bears it about daily as his 
bleſſed Lord did, who has left him 2 
14 28 ſo to do. In what other light, 
. therefore, can ſuch a perſon look upon 
fleſh and blood, but as the grave of his 
fallen ſoul; defiring and praying with St. 
Paul to be delivered from ſuch clothing, 
and to have his foul clothed upon with 
another manſion, another body, from 
which it may no more feel any pain, 
diſtreſs, and uneaſineſs? And by the way, 
this unconcern of St. Paul about his out- 
ward body, is a ſtrong proof that the firſt 
Chriſtians had no conception of the ſcat- 
tered parts of their bodies, after lying in 
the earth for hundreds or thouſands of. 
years, coming together, re-uniting and 
rifing at a _— laſt day: their chief 
concern was for a new and heavenly body; 
they groaned in this tabernacle, defiring t 
be unclotbed and delivered- from this fleſhly 
burthen. 2 Cor. v. This, therefore, 1s 
the reaſon, that we meet with nothing 1 | 
. ier UI 


* 
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the Scriptures favouring this opinion, but 
much point blank againſt it, IF + 


SARx. But if there is nothing, as you 
ſay, in the Scripture, that “ fayours this 
opinion, how comes it to be ſo generally 

There will undoubtedly be a laſt or final judg- 
ment; but not as the la of Chriſtians ppl 
who form in their imaginations'a judgment · ſeat, and 
pom God upon it, with all that ever exiſted ſtanding 

fore him to receive their ſentence ; but the Scrip- 
ture no where countenarices fuch a fuppoſition: When 
the world arrives to that period that time ſhall: be: u 
more, then will, indeed, be the final judgment 3 fe 
then che fire will ag its office of ſeparation, 
ood and evil will no more dwell together. But ogr 
leſſed Saviour Faif, when amongſt us in che fleſhy 
Now is the judgment of this wurd: judgment, there 
fore, according to this, was then at that time, z 
has been going on ever ſince, and ſo will proceed © 
all men to the final day. But who ſees it in this 
light ? Who thinks that he now ſtands before the 
fe of God ? All talk about a judgm 

ut they put it off to hereafter: Before I am call 
in good earneft,” faid the witty but ignoran 
Sterne, to make- a report of myſelf and all my 
actions to the Being who made me.“ This, 
indeed, the general language; but there will be 1 
ſuch proceſs hereafter. The judgment-ſeat ig” 
every man's heart; it is there the Judge fits, and it 
there and there — man can or ever will fe 
acquittance or cond tion; To them that. arg 1 
Chrift Jeſus, ſaith St. Paul, there is no condeinnditon, 
om. viii. 1. ſuch only feel what it is to be ac- 


quitted'; others, an the contrary, muſt feel corfdem- 


nation, 


D received, 
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received, and that ſo many great names 
have written in N of it? 


: 


PNEUMA. There is no abſurdit that 
has not had its advocates. Tranſubſtan- 
tiation has had, and ſtill has, abundance 


of learned names to ſupport it; and Cal-" 


viniſm, from Auſtin to this day, has had 
numbers of its ſide; and, what is more, 


each party finds and quotes abundance of 
Scripture to prop up their building; which 


after all has no exiſtence but in the ima- 
ination; and can no more be png 

than a reſurrection of the ſcattered 

of an human body, which may be whe 

rated as far from each other as. the Eaſt 

and 'Weſt-Indies, or the North and South 


Poles. 


Sanz. But would you queſtion the 


reat power of God ? Is any thing impoſ- 
le with God? If the hairs of our head, 


to us innumerable, are yet numbered by 


God, and not even a ſparrow can fall tb 
the ground without his notice; is it im- 
poſſible for him to collect the ſcattered 


rts of our bodies, however long 1 inter- | 


. or diſtantly ſeparated ? 


„PI UMA. 1 have. nothing to do with. | 


1 inventions: if your ſuppoſition 
could 


* 
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could be ſupported by Scripture, it would 
command my 95 75 3 but Scripture is 
int blank againſt it. And to give you 
my further thoughts, I really think, that 
to this falſe conception, all the ſupineneſs 
and inattention of Chriſtians to their pre- 


ſent ſtate is to be attributed: they expect 


to riſe in theſe very bodies, and ſtand be- 
fore a ſuppoſed judgment-ſeat of God ; 


and that then the merits of their ſtate will 


be conſidered ; and that mercy, according 
to their opinions of mercy, will be' ex- 
tended to * them : hence they think, that 
death is no other than a ſleep for a longer 
or ſhorter time ; and that then they ſhall 


Teachers repreſent God as angry with wilful 
ſinners ; but pardoning thoſe who fin through igno- 
rance and infirmity. This leads mankind to ſuppoſe, 
that God will, as a judge at an aſſize, weigh with 
himſelf, who ſhall be pardoned and who med 
But when it is known, that man is born dead to the 
kingdom of God ; and that, before he can be quali- 
fied for heaven, he muſt be born again, as the one 
only poffible way to become partaker of a divine and 
heavenly nature ; all theſe notions fall to the ground, 
as the idle whims and filly conjectures of unenlight- 
ened ſcholars. Why is it a man is capable of living 
on the earth ? onl 3 he has an earthly nature: 
by a parity of reaſon, therefore, no being can live in 
heaven, that has not an heavenly nature. Ignorance 
of theſe truths has produced a Kettlewell's Meaſures 
of Chriſtian Obedience, and many other books of the 
ſame kind, which have ſtrangely miſled the people. 
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be awakened with their dead bodies and 
ariſe to judgment. The firſt Chriſtians 
thought otherwiſe : when they put off 
theſe bodies, they expected to live in other 


— 


bodies of a ſpiritual nature; for ther u, 


faith St. Paul, a ſpiritual body, as well as a 
natural body: they expected an inſtanta- 


nepus change, in a moment, the twinkling\ 


of an eye; the inſtant they put off corrup: 
0 , 8 put on err s. AM 927 
entered immediately into e joy of their 
Lord, into his. kingdom, which, he de- 
clared, was not of this world : for having 
ſtood before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
taken their trial, and received the ſentence 


of life within themſelves, and the ſeal and 


earneſt (Eph, i. 13, 14.) of their ever- 
laſting inheritance, they were under no 
anxiety for the corruption they were going 


to put off, but for the incorruption they 
were going to put on. But how far 


different, I may ſay diſtant, are the ex- 
ectations of Chriftians in theſe days 
Hence it is that ſo little Chriſtianity is 


ſeen in the world. The expectations 


of Chriſtians are deferred till death ; 
therefore all is left to that diſtant period; 
but was this expladed, as it ought ta 
be, and Chriſtians were taught to look 


upon their bodies in no other light than 5 


as the graves of their fallen ſouls, that 
Gt great 
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great anxiety which we behold in all 
ranks for their bodies, eſpecially in the 
rich, who carry their concern even to 
the minuteſt part of their interment, we 
ſhould behold no more: the chief care of 
mankind would then be, how to get ſafe 
out of theſe bodies ; that, when he pre- 
ſent life was diſſolved, their ſouls ſhould 
not be found naked, but clothed upon 
with an heavenly manſion or body, com- 
poſed of ſuch fleſh and blood as can enter 
into the kingdom of God, 1 


Sax. You contradict yourſelf, Have 
you not been arguing, that #e/h and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God? And 
now you tell me, that fleſh and blood can 
inherit his kingdom, 


PxzuMA. I only diſtinguiſh between 
the ſpiritual and earthly natures ; the firſt 
can, the other cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. Each life, the heavenly, 
as well as carthly, has its fleſh and blood, 
but of a quality directly oppoſite : the 
one incorruptible, the other corruptible ; 
the one eternal and ever enduring, the 
other of a ſhort and uncertain exiſtence : 
Except, ſays our Saviour, ye eat the fleſh 
of the Son of Man, and drink bis bloog, ye 


bave no life in you. Whoſo eatath my fp, 
| | an 


1 


and drinketh my blood, | hath eternal life, and 


J will raiſe him up at the laſt day. He that 
eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, 
Adivelleth in me, and I in him. John vi. 53, 
54. 56, In theſe words you are told and 
ſhewn the fleſh and blood that can inherit 
the kingdom of God; in yourſelf you ſee 
the fleſh and blood, that cannot : ours is 
of a thick, groſs nature ; the heavenly 


muſt be inconceivably fine and ſubtile; 


but can no more be comprehended by us, 
than that ſubtile power, which manifeſts 
itſelf in the whole vegetable creation; 
the leaſt part of which diſcovers to us two 
natures; that which acts within bein 

diſtinct and ſeparate from that which 
appears in groſs matter without. Now 
when you conſider the incomprehenſibi- 
lity of that fine ſubtile power that acts in 
all nature, you will, I apprehend, have 
the leſs objection to "what I have ſaid of 
the inconceivably fine, thin, and ſubtile 
nature of that fleſh and blood, which can 
enter into the kingdom of God, in con- 


tradiſtinction to that groſs fleſh and blood, 


which St. Paul declares cannot. 


SARX. You have led me into an ima- 
ginary region indeed. Where ſhall we 
wander now ? Who ever heard of ſuch 
fleſh and blood before ? 

P NEUMA\, 


«Ss a 


G1 


PNEUMA. . Did not the Scripture ſup- 
ort this language, you never would have 
heard it from me: But anſwer me this 
queſtion; do you believe that this world 
will be conſumed by fire? 


SARx. Ves: but what has this to do 
with your thin fleſh and blood? | 


PWEUMA. If you believe that this 
world ſhall be conſumed by fire; after 
the conſumption, what ſhall remain ? for 
the nature of fire, you know, is to con- 
ſume and devour whatever it lays hold of: 
when all, therefore, ſhall be burnt,. of 
what nature will this world be, and alſo 
the creatures that are in it? Or will it, 
do you ſuppoſe, annihilate every thing ? 
But if it cannot do this, it muſt then 
reduce all things into its own nature, 
clarity, and brightneſs. 


SaRx. I confeſs I never had any con- 
ception of this matter. My belief has 
always been, with the generality of Chri- 
ſtians, that this world muſt undergo a 
general conflagration; but I never aſked 
myſelf or conſidered what would remain, 
or what would be my nature after paſſing 
through this fire. . 55 


PNEUMA. 


0 - 


this period, having within you a ſpiritual 


32 J ; 
" Phtvma. Your nature 1s ſuch, that 
it cannot be annihilated; Fire can only 
deſtroy what is heterogeneous to itlelf ; 
Rad you nothing belonging to you of th 
nature of fire, the laſt con er wont 


certainly put an end to your exiſtenee; 
but as you will ſurvive and exiſt beyond 


nature that will live for ever, aſk your- 2 
5 5 of 1 conſiſtence that life and 1 
b {| be, over which fire has no 

power x ; 15 as well as a natural body, 
there ts a iritual body ; and here you 
will find that 45 ſubtile fleſh and blood, 


which ſeems ſo inconceivable to you. 


a] 
SARxX. You have ſet things before mg 4 
in a new light. I feel, indeed tha J 
Have „erg within me of a Ie 4 
nature from fleſh and blood, for I. fe b 
THOUGHT ; nay thoughts of ſuch a na- 
ture, as are directly = and op polite ; 
to each other; and though they ar ariſe in p 

J 
b 
a 
d 
U 
h 
c 


fleſh- and blood, I cannot conceive that 
they proceed from it: but, till now, | 
never dreamt of any diſtinction. 


How unaffected and incapable of of pen hurt i 
fits ſpiritual bodies are, 1 27 

20. where the angel of the Lord wt 10 fame 
of the altar, « 


PNEUMA. 


131 | 
- ÞxpoMA: Our bleſſed Saviour and 
his apoſtles have taught us to make it: 
De. ye not perretve, faith Jeſus, that what- 
ſeever thing, from without, entereth into 
the man," jt cannot defile him, becauſe it 
entereth nor into bis heart ; but that which 
. cometh out of . the man, that defileth the 
non; for, from torthin, out of the beurt 
of men,” proceed evi thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, mus ders, thefts, cquetouſneſs, 


wickedneſs, drrrit,  laſtiviouſneſs, an evil 
eye, blaſphemy, pride, foohſhnefs ; all th 


evil thmgs come from within, and defile t 
man. Mark vii. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 
To Nicodetnus, a maſter in Iſrael, Chriſt 
alſo declared, that except 2 man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of Gad. 
John iii. 3. Nicodemus ſtood aſtoniſhed, 
looking only, as you and moſt Chriſtians 
do, at the outward groſs nature of man: 
but our Lord undeceived him, by inform- 
ing him of two natures; that which is 
born of the 12 ſays he, is fleſh; and 
that which is born of" the Spirit, is Spirit. 
John iii. 6. And St. Paul, when he 
became à Chriſtian, when he was born 
2gain of the Spirit, ſpeaks much and very 
diſtinctly of the two natures : /hough we 
walk, ſays he, in the fleſh; 2 Cor. x. 3. 
here he makes -the fleſh no more than a 
capſula to the inward ſpiritual nature: 
A and, 


n * 
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firſt thing, therefore, that preachers ought to inform 


( 34 ] : 


and, in another place, he abſolutely and 
in ſo many words treats the outward body 
as ſuch ;, but we have this tregſure in 
earthen veſſels : . 2 Cor. iv. 7. and again, 
though our outward man periſh, yet the 
inward mam is renewed day by. day. 2 Cof, 
iv. 16. His epiſtles are full of this di- 


ſtinction: therefore it is he poſitively 
declares, neither ctrcugcihon nor uncircum- 


cifion availeth any thing, but the new creas 


ure; Gal. vi. 15. implying, as ſtrong. 


as he could expreſs it, that wen reli⸗ 
gious offices might be N y fleſh 
and blood, yet they availed nothing, un 
leſs the inward fallen ſpiritual. nature 


man was born again, became a new 


creature, and received a new, * life from 


Chriſt, which is the true refurrection. 00 


2 e 
7 5. 


460 SaARx. 
Teachers not knowing, and conſequently unable 
rightly to divide, the word of truth, ſpeak to their 


| hearers/as if they were all Chriſtians, not making the 


leaſt diſtinction ; whereas no man is a Chriſtian, wo 
has not the Spirit of Chriſt: F any man, ſaith St. 
Paul, hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of his, 
Rom. viii. 9. Now no man can poſlibly have the 
Spirit of Chriſt, who is not born again of the Spirit, 
or become a new cieature; or, in other words, who 
has not derived or poſſeſſed a new and heavenly nature 
from Chriſt the ſecond Adam, as he derives and por 
ſeſſes an earthly nature from the firſt: Adam. 


their 


35 } : 


Sarx. Theſe. things are really new 


to me. I can ſhew you loads of ſer- 
mons, commentators, and religious books, 
wherein not a word like this is mentioned. 


How comes it then, that ſo many great 


names ſhould paſs over in filence concerns 
of ſuch importance ? up v 


PNEUMA. Art thou a maſter in Iſrael, 
fays Chriſt to Nicodemus, and #noweſt not 


theſe things ? This queſtion, implies, that, 


Nicodemus paſſed with the people for a 
great and learned man; but the people 
were deceived. Men' learned in ſciences- 
and languages, ever have and ever will 
paſs with thoſe who are ignorant of 
them, as lights that they ought to follow ; 
though the light is no better than that of 
an Ignis fatuus, that deceives the travel- 


ler. Them that are meek, ſays David, 
ſhall he guide in judgment; and ſuch as are 


their hearers of, is their fall from God, and in what 
it conſiſted ; and then their remedy in Chriſt Jeſus, 
in whom they may again riſe and be-eternally happy. 
But alas !, our modern diſcourſes are only ſtudied 
harangues on ſome dry moral ſubject; or, perhaps, 


the amiableneſs of piety and virtue, and the joys of 


heaven; or on the miſeries of the damned, and the 
torments of hell; which is all gueſs work, and has 
juſt as much effect upon the hearers, as lectures 
ſpoken in a church- yard would have upon the dead. 


E 2 . gentle, 
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gentle, them ſhall he harm bis way 5 Paal, 


xxv. 8. and ſays dur Saviour, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lard of heaven and earth, 
Betaiiſe thou haſt bid #hiſe things fram the 


' wiſe and prudent, and aft revealed them 


' unto babes. Mat, Xi. 25. Learned men, 
as they are called, have made ſtrange 
and miſerable work with the Scriptures, 
wreſting the text to their own fancies and 
precohcejved opinions, flatly contradictin 
one another, and making difficult that 
Way, which Ifaiah declares thall be ſo 
plain, that -wayfaring men, though fools, 
ſhall Hof err therein. Ia. xxxv. 8. Our 


blefſed Lord hath fold us, that 2be Zing+ 


dom of God is within ut; Luke xvii. 20, 
aud St. Paul makes it to conſiſt n righte- 
Guns 5, and peace, aud {0 in the Holy 

haſt: Rom. xiv. 17. but how. many 
make the kingdom of God a local place! 
Some ſeriouſly tell us, that when the 


ſoiils of good men depatt, relays of angels 


ſtand ready to receive and convoy them 
from one to another, till they have ſafely 
depoſited them in the regions of the blef. 


ays of poſt-hofſes to convey the body 
from place to place: but take notice, not 
2 word 3s to be found in the Bible favours 
ing ſuch a whimſical notion. As wide 
of truth are alſo the apinidns that are en- 

3 tertained 
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4 
ſed ; an idea entirely borrowed from re- 


15 1 
vine, of hell; i! the e e | 
oes not it in, Jy, words, as it 
py of the 4 f ngdom of God, — — 
within us; but it is a try as 
deducible from the letter. Ea 8 fe b 
kingdom; could he come gut of it, his 
ſtate muſt be changed; juſt as it was 
a when from a ſtate of light and 
glory he fell ihto a ſtate of darkneſs, 
For no one that believes the Scriptùre, 
will deny that the Devil has power te 
poſſeſs he heart of man ; but im man had 
nothing in him of 2 helliſ nature, Satan 
could no more poſſeſs him, than he could 
an angel, whoſe nature — entirely free 
from 771 5 like can only unite with 
10 like Now. though Chriſt has not 
faid the ki ngdom of hell is within us, as 
he has ſaid "he kingdam of God is; yet 
the one is as evident as the other: but 
what ſtrange work have learned men made 
of Satan and his kingdom? Hell they 
have made a * local — fixing it ſome. 
here, but where t bye know not. Nay 
ſote 


* The notion 1 hell's 1 15 has been and ig 
Rill kept up, b the general method of people's ex- 
preſing themſelves, nothing being more common 
hn is ſaying : % You will go to hell, &c, 
ut when it is known what we are; that nature 
fallen from God, diſ-unitèd and ſeparated from him, 
conſtitutes 


"Tf 2 
ſome have been weak was, becauſe of 
the element, to fix it in the ſun; but f 
would aſk, where muſt Satan be when He 
poſſeſſes the heart of man? for it is not 

poſſible for him to be out of his King- 
dom. But if men would conſider what 
our Lord ſays of them, that rm within; 
out of the heart f nan proceed all evil 
they would have more cauſe'to Took into 
themſelves for hell, than to the fun, or 
any other ĩmaginary diſtant Place. 100 
- Sarx. But does not the word LH 
convey to us an idea of locality ?* ? 


08 


PNEUNαA. We are too apt to cone 
very falſe ideas of what relates to ſpiritua 
concerns, as it is very evident the © genes 
rality of people do of heaven, hell, and 
the reſurrection; they form their ideas 
from what they ſee here. Mankind are 


conſtitutes and ſolely makes a kingdom of hell; how 
plain and evident is it that hell is no local place? 
but that a ſoul unſaved, that is, departing this world 
without partaking of the divine nature, or totally 
ſeparated from God, has all the hell belonging to it, 
both within and without, that Devils feel, who are 
themſelves in' the like ſtate; viz. without one ſpark 
of the divine nature in them: ſo that hell and heaven 
are only two ſtates and conditions of exiſtence, felt 
by the happy and unhappy, by angels and devils. 
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too apt to think God ſuch an. one as them- 
ſelves ;. ee — 3 by Iſaiah, 
e, nor are 


are higher r the — e are ny way 
bigher than, your auch,, 2940, a9: oughts 
than your. thoughts. ſy Ia. 1 IV. 8, 9 * God 
has outwardly. reyealed to us the truth⸗ 
but ve. in our fallen, tate, we are no 
nearer the knowledge. of it, than, the 
2 85 18 1 Fw . e of that 
ight $,ſeeing. w- creatures 
— to him. in words: they tell hip 
that they ſee. light, and attempt to de- 
bunter den puts him on reaſoning 
and conjecturing What light, is; but eqns 
jecturing and reaſoning bring, him no 
ſenſibility. Reyelation does not, imply 
knowledge, as 1 ſuppoſe. Lord. Be 
lingbroke Was highly. pleaſed with this 
aphoriſm of Dr. Foſter, : Where myſtery. 
begins religion ends: the peer and 
the preacher concluded, that what was 
revealed could not be a "ſecret. Our bleſ- 
ſed Lord revealed to. his followers. many 
and great truths, th but at. the ſame time 
ſaid to ſome of them, Au 4p. ye. not un- 
derſtand my 247 even becauſe ye * 
hear my word. John viii. Not hear 
his word! — certainly _— it, and 
therefore, according to Pr. Foſter, and 
Lor 


[46] = 


Lord Bolingbtoke, what they heard cotifd 
be no myſtery: but had Dr. Foſter With 
his aphoriſm, and Lord Boli ke his 
— been amongſt our Lord's fol- 

tittle wiſer would h 
— have elves . 
company. The truth is, neither of the 
learned men knew the ſtate they were in, 
whieh <> 4 exactly that of the blind mu 
feſpecting light: and were a thouſand 5 
ribe and explain to a man, beit n 
Hght and its natufe, where they £5ukd 
him, chere they” muſt leave hin, 95 utter 
rgnorance! ; for it is not revelation by 
words: entering into the outward ear, bu 
figke alone that — give a blind perfon 
the know of ht Our pleſſed 
Tord, when ch 4s Foſter and Lord 
Bolingbroke Teft him, taking - offence” at 
his ſaying, that, uni Nr his fleſ 
aud trank his blood, they after +. Bube no | 
John vi. 53 to 63; Lined about and 
to thoſe that ſay ed, "the wor de that F 
untd you, are ſpirit and he; the | 
S that Rh he 
fad related to the ſpiritual nature of m 
and not toò the Une art 1 nan, i 15 


10 6 
- 


reveiveth\ not the things 15 Sp — 
God, but counts them 957% 
* 77 22 to the law 7 4 phe 


ny” por. it. 14. "which, as it had 
its 
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its beginning here, ſo here it muſt have 
its end, not being capable of inheriting 
the kingdom of God. It was not, there- 
fore, to this nature, or this man, that 
our Lord at the end of his preaching com- 
monly faid, He that hath ears to hear, lei 
bim bear; but to the inward ſpiritual na- 
ture, to that nature which Adam deſtroy- 
ed; and which fallen nature, we, his 
children deſcended from him, have within 
us: to this nature only it was our Lord 
ſpoke, becauſe it was only on account of 

is nature he came into the world ; to 
ſeek and fave it, and to give it again the 
life it had loſt ; which life, when Chriſt 
imparts and the foul receives it, is called 
being riſen with Chriſt, and n of 
the firſt refurrettion, 


SARX. Not” a ward of this i mi 
tures is to be found in the firſt of Geneſis, 


in which Moſes gives us the account of 8 


God's creating man. 


PuxuunA. Moſes could not ſpeak of 
that, which at man's creation did- not. 
appear. Was it always bright day with 
us, who would ſuſpect darkneſs to be 
concealed under it ? Had Adam always 
continued as God created him, this cor- 
fuptible nature A been known; 

it 


1 if 
it would always have been hidden, as-the 


darkneſs is by the noon-day light. But 5 
Adam extinguiſhed, put an end to, or | 

died to, his heavenly nature; and then, 
as at the pm oF gut 2:6 darkneſs 2 
appears, this groſs appeared or be- in 
. which the. before unfalt thi 
and unknown, From this criſis the Seri no! 
ture ſpeaks another language, and talk; 25 
diſtinctly of two natures; and it requires livi 
1 only a little attention to diſcern them rec 
1 diſtinctly in ourſelves : the outward nz - = 
1 ture ſo much reſembles that of beaſts, wy 
83 that it is exactly the ſame in all its func- hor 
4 tions; the inward nature diſcoyers itſelf rec 
i by a ſelf-moying thought, inceſſantly in > 
| motion, and uncontroulable in its operas cal 
tions: no ereature except man poſſeſſes 10 


this; but the little attention * given to 
it, is the reaſon ſo few knoy it, Amangh = 
n the 


„Mankind hold 1 ſtrange notions reſpectinę 
life and death. On 4 in which the heart 
Mr. Paul Whitehead was depoſited and lately buried 
at Weſt-Wycombe, was a device, portraying the ſou] 
leaving the body and aſcending the air; but the 
recovery of drowned perſons entirely contradicts this 
notion. The ſoul, it is evident, from the 

made uſe of, does not, as is generally thought, 
out of the body, and take leave of it — 
retires within, into the interior parts, until it has 
reached the world ſuitable to its nature; for 'as the 
ſoul is 2 ſpirit, and there is a ſpiritual as well a8 
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the rich you will find many fo ſtupid, as 
to look upon themlelyes only as animals 
natural world,” when the ſoul cart no longer dwell in 


the natural world; it muſt of conſequence, as it is o 


an enduring. nature and cannot be annihilated, exiſt 
in that kingdom. which is ſuited to its nature, Now 
this kingdom evidently appears to be within , and 
not without us; and in the drowned body there is 
every ſign to cofroborate this remark ; when taken 
from the water, the external parts feel cold, look 
livid, and appear cadaverous ; in the proceſs for th 
recovery, the retiting life is ſtopt in its — it 
turns back, and makes efforts to take re- poſſeſſion of 
the houſe it was going to abandon, becauſe rendered 
unfit for it longer to dwell in; in a little time, the 
houſe being as it were repaired and rendered fit to 
receive its old Inhabitant, it becomes again a living 
member of ſociety. Fire almoſt extinguiſhed, v 

nearly reſembles this matter; the retiring ſpark is 
called back by external application, and the whole 
becomes inflamed : of it may be illuſtrated by ſtrong 
liquor frozen in à bottle; whilf the cold arreſts the 
external parts, the ſpirit, or moſt ſubtile part, keeps 
retiring into the ceute. n 


This informs us, that it is in, and not out of the 
body, man is to ſeek help for his ſoul ; becauſe as nothin 
but what is ſpiritual can unite with or afliſt a ſpirit, fo id 
s evident, ing of this nature is to be ſound 
without us, that it muſt only man's heart that ſuch 
help is to be looked for. An 

y growing cold when the ſoul retires, and | 
coming warm when it is called. back, is alſo a ſtrong hint 
AT 


iritual world, no one can, J think, 


's eſſence. And reſpecting 


[44] 


of a ſuperior degree; and that when. they 
die, their end is the ſame as other brutes; 
reſpecting the outward body indeed it will 
be ſo; but reſpecting the inward nature, 
the thinking part, of which they are ſo ig- 
norant, that muſt exiſt, that cannot be'de- 
ſtroyed; for it equally. exiſts in angels 
and devils; in the one it has not loſt its 
divine body, in the other it has. But 
the nature of man was ſo wonderfully and 
mercifully contrived by the Creator, in 
caſe he ſhould fall and deſtroy his divine 
body, which he actually did; that his 
ſoul, which cannot be annihilated, ſhould 
exiſt for a time in a temporal body, that 
it might, if man would ſeek after it, be 
clothed upon again by its divine body, 
raiſed and brought to life by him «who bas 
all power both in heaven and earth, and not 
be found naked as the angels were when 
they fell, for whom no Saviour could be 
found. But God ſo mercifully contrived 
man, that in his fallen ſtate he might 


himſelf come and make his abode With 


bim; yen dwell with him, eren in, hl 
heart, and give him ſtrength and power 
to conquer and triumph over all the evil 
in it, ſo that none of the works of the 
Devil ſhould remain undeſtroyed. This 
cker, which could not be made tc Del, 

is nevertheleſs the bleſſed privilege of 

A oY every 
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every fallen ſoul. of man; for God ſtands 
at the. door of every heart, knocking ; and 
thoſe, who. receive him into. their. heart, 
will find all that died in Adam, when 
they put off theſe earthly bodies, revived 
and brought to life by the power of God, 
and themſelves, A pas happy: but 
thoſe; Who turn from 7 gracious offer 
of God, who chooſe to ſow to the fleſh 
and not to the ſpirit, they muſt reap 
optio ;. for as in the fleſh dwelleth no 

bing, Rom. vii, * ſo they who 
A after it muſt die; that is, inſtead of 
having that divine body raiſed, ich 
Adam 4 and 1 ead body we hi 
children deſcended from him 1 a0 
us, though hidden from us by this. out- 
ward body ; irtſtead, I lay, of being par- 
takers of the divine nature, 2 will find 
ee in the ſtate of Devils, dark 
and ev {pipits, and mult with than un: 
dergo another or ſecond death, becauſe ' 
they would not whilſt in theſe temporal 
bodies die with Chriſt, and portal 0 the 
firſt reſurrection. 2 | 


; Sakx, I cannot, I own, diſprove what 
you haye ſaid ; but ver! I feel 7 full 
of e. | . 1 
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Purun. I do not wonder at it. 
von have hitherto. only conſulted” that 
fleth,” ir which dell ns good thing ; which 
# "not fllbjett to the 12% of" God, nor indeed 
eum be; and 'which cannot Bibertf the king- 
am of God: you have” been ſeeking * | 
living among the dead ; gathering Stapes 
from thorns, and figs from thiſtles: * your 
teading and converſation have been ions 
thoſe, who inſtead of removing have in- 

ereafed your ignorance. We lock upon 

purſelves to live in enlightened days; but 

2570 'darknefs enve opes us, as ever 

the Heathen world: indeed 1 

difference between Heatheniſh wri- 

E ant” thoſe who have the Scriptures 
before them. Te Pagans, Democritus 
and! Epicurus, tell us, Ane the world 

originated from atoms: the firſt fa 1 

they had ſenſe and underſtanding 

latter allows ther neither. 19 15 

inſon and his diſciples, a bleſſed 

with the beſt information, yet give us as 

dark an accoumt of the origin of natüt. 0 

which they alſo will have 0 be * 

from atoms; on to the finer they 

cht property of Hen che ren dey az 
to f 8701 wh = a1 which h as 

as much Scripture to ſuppott it, as-re Bc 
of angels to convoy the ſouls of good men 

ſedi Hige to ſtage, till they have ſafely 
depoſited 
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depoſited them in the regions 15 * 
bleſſect. 


Sarx. I tecollect you juſt now ſaid, 
you perceived that knew nothing of 
« myſelf, nor what may was | at his 
« creation.” . Aan 


Tung. This was not 8 in the 
of e but in hopes that, 
bet ore we parted, an opportunity would 
offer 33 folding it to Bs. I will liken 
it to the key — of 2 9 of buildin 
becauſe it will ſtrengthen and confirm all 
I have ſaid. 


In the Seripture, mention is made of 
an order of pirits, whoſe creation. was 
prior to that of man: our Lord ſtiles 
their chief The prince of this world; and 
St. Paul calls him The God gf this world ; 
_ The prince of the power of the air : 

to groſs fleſh and blopd this power is in- 
viſible ; it can only be diſcovered from 
the effects it produceth. But in the firſt 
of Geneſis fan the account given there 
of Adam's creation, he likewiſe: appears 
to be a prince and firſt lord of this world., 
Now "his queſtion naturally ariſes, how 
came two princes. of ſuch power to | be 
created Þ The Scripture, js not ot fo explicit 

on 


19 
on this head, as in many other points; j 
but it appears that, even from the, Scrip- 
ture, this may eafily be unfolded. The 


worlds, faith St. Paul, were framed by the 
Ward of God; fo that things which are 


ſeen, were not made of things which 
_ Heb. xi. 3. the plain and natu 


eduction from hence is, that what we. 
ſee did not originate from nothing, as is 


too generally received, but from ſome- 
thing prior to it: but What was this 
ſomething? In the order of the creation 


of this world, take notice, that nature ö 
was created firſt, then the creatures, then 


Adam. Now will it contradict reaſon to 
9 poſe, that the ſame order was obſeryed 
en that ſpirit was' created, who was 


pier to man b viz. that ſpiritual nature 


was created firſt, and then that prince to 
rule and have dominion over it; and that, 
as Adam was pronounced very good at his 
creation, ſo that ſpirit, as he had the 
ſame Creator, was equally created poor: 
But, from the Seripturks we find this 
ſpirit to be directly contrary, of a dark, 
wrathful nature, and who olly evil : his 


ſtate and condition, therefore, is evidently 


changed; and ſuch as his nature became, 
ſuch doubtleſs became his kingdom; for 
had that remained good, it would have 
been contrary to his nature, and he could 

nq 
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no more have continued in it, than two 


contraries can harmonize and ſubſiſt to- 
gether. © Now have we not here the ma- 
terials or things, of which the Apoſtle. 
would have us underſtand this world was 
framed ? for when that prince had changed 
his nature from good to evil, and had loſt. 
all the privileges and power God endowed, 
him with at his creation ; it is no way 
contradictory to Scripture to ſay, that 
God, who gave, took his kingdom, from. 
him, and reſcued it out of that diſorder 
into which he had brought it, namely 
that darkneſs, which Moſes tells us, was. 
upon the face of the deep; and then new - 
modelled and formed it, making from it 
this world, which he gave to another 
prince, viz. Adam, to rule and reign and 
govern in it, and to agg! and fill it 
with an happy offfpring, of the ſame 
nature as himſelf; which nature bein 
declared, by God, to be very good, m 
of conſequence therefore be very happy 
and happy likewiſe muſt all his offfpring 
have been, had he continued as Go 
created him. But, ſoon after, we find 
that ſame nature, which God pronounced 
very good, to be declared not good; It it 
not good that man ſhould be alone : a proof 
this, as plain as can poſſibly be given, 
that man had begun to alter that ftate in 
G which 
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which God created him; and in what 
this alteration ended, our own nature is 
the beſt evidence. And I think we may 
ſafely conclude, that when Adam's ſtate, 
from being very gocd, was pronounced 
not to be good, he had then deviated; and 
that he went on from ſtep to ſtep till the 
unhappy fall was completed. But not- 
withſtanding angels and man fell,. God's 
great defign in their creation mult be 
completed: indeed they could and did 
alter themſelves, having a freedom of will 
whether they would obey or not; but 
God's deſign of peopling his kingdom, 
who can hinder ? The firſt created prince 
or chief, now called Satan in his fallen 
ſtate, changed his nature from good to 
evil, from light to darkneſs, and became 
oppoſite to God, who is light itſelf, and 


loſt all his privileges and delegated power; 


and though man alſo loſt his power of 
being the happy parent of happy children, 

et he was ſo formed in caſe he ſhould 
fall, that-ſtill he might be the head of an 
innumerable though fallen race of child- 
ren, whom God in a way moſt marvellous, 
and beyond conception merciful, would 
qualify and make capable of enjoying hea- 
ven and eternal happineſs, by reſtoring to 
them that divine nature which was loſt; 
and by which they would be as Al, 
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the ſon of God, was before he fell; viz. 
in the Image and Likeneſs of God: this 
was the reaſon why our God and Saviour 
took upon him our nature and not the 
nature of angels, though their chief is 
called a prince, and this world is declared 
to be his kingdom. But here I would 
remark, that this, is meant only of the 
dark and evil part of this world; which, 
by the way, accounts how and in 1 


part he has accefs to man: for we all, al] 


mankind have evil within us; there is 
not an heart, but what thinks evil continu- 
; not an heart,” from whence do not iſſue 
murders,” thefts, adulteries, "falſe rn 
blaſphenites, and all manner of evil: to this 
part of us it is, that Satan finds ready 
acceſs ; and with too many he prevails to 
reſiſt the gracious offers of God, by which 
means they loſe the blefling of being par- 
takers of the firſt reſurrection; ind ſo, 
when they die and put off this body, they 
find themſelves unclothed or naked ſpirits 
in the kingdom of darkneſs and evil, and 
of the fame nature; for ſuch as the king- 
dom is, ſuch muſt be the nature of the 
creatures that are in it. Now, in this 
ſenſe, Satan may be ſaid to people his 
kingdom: but alas poor inhabitants! as 
ye would not, when ye had it in your 
choice, partake of the firſt reſurrection, 
| G 2 = 


From the preſence of the Lord, and 72 


the expreſs command of their eternal Fa- 


[ $2 | | 
ye muſt with Satan undergo the ſecond 


death. But who can deſcribe the pangs 
of this death! Yo unto you that laugh 


now, ſays Jeſus, for ye ſhall mourn and 


weep : Luke yi. 25. Bring thoſe mine ene- 
as 4 ſays he, hes 8 L me reigi 
over them, and flay them before me. Lu 
xix. 27. What is now called the meck- 
neſs .of the Lamb, will then change. its 
name, and be called the wrath of the 
Lamp: St. Paul calls it a ; 


glory of bis poaer, puniſhing with everight- 
ug dro But I. notice, that the 
prince of ibis world, now. called Satan, 
and Adam, both deſtroyed themſelyes x 
the act was their own, and contrary to 


ther and Creator: but the ſecond death 
that Satan and his children muſt . pals 
through, will be a puniſbment, and what 
they would, if poſlible, eſcape ; but the 
ſecond death cannot be avoided ; it will 
come and have power over them. That 
light which they died to, or is other 
words ＋ Ft will prevail; no 
oper can reſiſt it; it will overcome. all 
larknels, it will put all things under ite 
light is, dęath tO „ no 
is the light o mnipoteut, 4 wil pus to deb 
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all darkneſs and evil ; and when death 
and hell hall be deſtroyed, then the ting» 


that Gad Los oe" for Chriſt muſt 

reign, lach £ St. Paul, tell he hath put off 
enemies under bis feet; tue | EE 

aal be ene, in death, 1 Cor. xy. 26. 


'To this. 1 hall SS that 
you have here the ſolution of that arcar 
num, which puzzled the ancients, and 19 
s day remains a myſtery, viz. how ęxil 
came into the world. One of the Litergts 


4. our days, having labpured to find put 


uſe of evil, and unwilling to be 
al. a TORR makes God the au- 


— and, with a peduliar effronte- 
ry, tells us, that God could not create 

„without creating evil. But as 1 
pod explained the matter, you clearly 
ſee, chat evil came, not from God, but 
from thiat prince ot chief, whom de ere 
ated a Dian and glorious ** Ax but 


who, ſeeing power, be preg. 

too highly * himſelf, forge og 
that he was created, would 2 8 
himſelf; and fo by oppeſing — light 
which was the cauſe of his glory — 


brightneſs, the light departed from him 


and his kingdom, aud he, ang all his 
hoſt, changed their nature and 3 _s 
en 


dom ſhall be deere up unto the Father, 
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too much to his own underſtanding, after wandering 
And loſing himſelf in the mazes "matter and ſpirit, 


1 4 


Beuds of darkneſs. God however tobk 


Bis kingdom from him, and out of its 
difordered and chaotick ſtate formel this 
world; and. created another chief or | ARR, 


, VIZ. Adam; but he likewiſe wifully 


obeyed his creator, and chan 
* glorious ftate for oli — «ip m7 


miſery; and we his. children are melan- 


tholy proofs of the unhappy triton, 


But 1 would: have you obſerve, that thou 

the chief or prince of the —5— os 

and Adam the chief or prince 18 

world, died to their firſt We, A: * 
fe 


roſe ain and o lived! in 1 another” 
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— Dr. Priefily — nothing of this, and: — 


_ forth new vamping an old Pagan notioh, that 
The foul is not immortal, but that the whole 
. man becomes extinct at death. be light, fays 
2 Saviour ak * 2 is in thee: * darkneſs, 
eat 15 t artnet: at. vi, 23. ever were 
l more rige than in this Liber, A few 
ago, Dr. Prieſtly endeavoured ' to exculpate 
Niels, in the St. James's Chronicle, from a charge 
of ill-will and malice to that Name whereby only we 
cb ſaved. = defence was lame. But now wh 
he aſſerts that The hole man becomes extinẽt 
&-death,” | who can doubt what it is be aims at, 
Was this * the 1. would not only be a fable, 


42 + Pr. Prieſt lacdudtory BO. 6 Hartley's The: 
aff ett Mi . 
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iſergble: death can», 
not annihilate; it only alters the mods'of 
exiſtence, And what. ſtronger proof f 
this can we have, than Adam's 5 5 to 
his paradiſiacal life, and rifing and living 


ourſelves happy or m 


* 


in a temporal life? Now. what ſhall be- 
come of thoſe, whio are to undergo the 
ſecond death? ſhall this death annihilate 
them? ſhall it act contrary to what it 
acted on Satan and Adam? and ſhall they 
not riſe into another life, as the prince of 
this world did, and alſo as the firſt man 
that was created did? Obſerve however 
that the firſt death was ſuicide, the ſecond. 


but the nature of man an inextricable riddle, -nay 
the groſſeſt abſurdity-and contradiction. Leviathan 
Hobbes was of the ſame opinion; and whilſt he wrote 
and laboured to perſuade others and; himſelf that 
futurity was a bugbear, ſuch fear and terror; fell upon 
him that he never would be alone, or ſleep without a 


light in his chamber. But to comfort the doctor, if 


he can be comſorted in his dark ſtate, I think him 
more honeſt for openly publiſhing his Pagan notions, 
than thoſe vile hypocrites, who, for the ſake of the 
loaves and fiſhes, confeſs with their lips, what their 


hearts and actions give the lie too 
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is not; the ſecond death is à puniſhinent, 


which gatan and his hoft have brought 
off themſelves. But though I calf it 
puniſhment, I would not be 'nnderft; 


as if I meant, that God inflicted it 6 


them 25 ſuch: God, _ Wade them 
happy, wills always is 

4 God neyer changes. Mat ** 
happineſs cannot be again enjoyed, unleſs 
reſtores it to them; and there ate 
tio means of qualify IT therm for that 
reſtoration, but e 0 the Kate wa 


we in. 


Sant. beh. 1 hibd liſtened n 
you with pleaſure; and you have opened 
to me a new field of wonder: but fear 
yott ſcheme will meet with mach oppo- 
— from the: contraction of the human 

eart.- 


purun A. It is no ſcheme of mine. 
I have advanced. nothing but what the 
plain letter of Scripture and our own na- 
ture will ſupport, My obſervations are 
grounded on the following texts: Bleſſed 
and boly is be, tho bath part fore he of 
refurrection; on ſuch the ſecond death hath 


1 Rev. XX. 6. ” have the keys 
ell and death, Rev. i. 18. Thoſe mim 


enemies that would not that I ſhould reign 
| over 
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wer them; bring hither and flay than 6 
ne. Luke — 27. ind fo _— 
wrath of' the Lamb. Rev. vi. 16. The laft 
enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed, is death. 1 Cor. 
xv. 26. And death and bell were caft into 
the lake ꝙ fire ; \this ir tbr ſecond death. 
Rev. xx. 14. Now if there is a ſecond 
death, and if of this death Jeſus Chriſt 
has the keys to tet the poor tormented 
priſoners out; if the meekneſs of the 
Lamb will then be fo terrible to its ene- 
mies, that it will change its nature and 
be called the wrath of the Lamb; if his 
glorious brightneſs ſhall be death to their 
darkneſs's then, according to what we 
have ſeen of death, that it cannot annihi- 
late, but only change the nature and qua- 
lities of the body, as it did in Satan and 
Adam, Who lived in another Hife after 
they had deſtroyed themſelves; O what 
— can be angry with me for ſay- 
that after paſſing through this dread- 
ful, this Korrible denth, this death beyond 


deſcription miſerable, bog * Satan La 


* his 


4 » Some, doubiled, * opp waa bunte their 


objection on our Saviout's declaration, Mat. xxx. and 


lift verſe, where the ſame Greek adj eftive ſtands be- 


fore puniſument as is joined to life.” But do we un- 
the word a/or/y? It is evident God has 

uſed the ſame word in a ſenſe different to man's _ 

ception ; the firſt n made with Iſrael, 
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his children mal be changed by the al 


mighty power of God into glorious be- 
ings; and that then his kingdom 'ſhall- 
become the kingdom of our Lord; who 
having -deftroyed death, and ſubdued all 


things, and put them under his feet; ball 


2 it up to the' Fatber, that Gad may 

be all in all? Indeed, "= heart feels a joy 
that I cannot ex 
ward to this period, and behold all that 
ever exiſted — or that ſhall live 
after me, happy: boundleſſly happy ; not 


a ſin left to diſturb, nor a finner ſeft out 
ef heaven to bemoôan himſelf. When I 


ſee à little family live in peace and love, 
I with my lot had fallen amongſt them; 
but ns 1. N my! Ideas 3 and 


29 W 


called. an origin covenant Pl at ayer cha en 
is at an end. | 


It is e ee that none but oy pin 
wakened and under the power of Satan, or thoſe who: 
45 riyetted to opinions, inſiſt that out of hell Pall is. 

redemption. But he who is. truly turne 

darkneſs — light, and from the — of Satan 
unto God, has in himſelf the ſtrongeſt reaſons fot 
believing it poſſible; becauſe, being himſelf delivered 
from the kingdom of darkneſt, and tranſlated inte the 
kingdom of the Son of God, all doubt is taken from. 
him of the power of God-; and he is convinced from 


his own happy change, thit that power is able to. 


effect in. other loſt ſouls, what it has ROE dave. 
in A, 


bebt 


„hen I o for 
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behold the innumerable children of the 


one Father and Creator of all ſafely brought 


home, out of all their miſeries and ttou- 
bles, to ſpend an eternity in happineſs, 


my heart cries out with the firſt Chriſti- 


ans, Lord, haſten thy kingdom!” O 
Sir | is it poſſible a man can be found to 
rebuke me for being perſuaded, that God 
created neither angels nor men to be 
wretched ; -and that, though too many are 


ſo, -he will in a way inconceivable- purge 


out all .evil, and bring all that is diſor- 
dered into à right and happy ſtate, though, 
to ſome, it will doubtleſs be by many and 
ſevere ſtripes, by a long and painful pro- 
ceſs. But Gop 1s Love; and gm he 
loaveth, he chaſteneth : - nay, he ſolemnly 
declares, that he- has no- pleaſure in the 
death of a finner ; but if the ſinner will 


deſtroy himſelf, whatever evils that ſtate 
has in it, into which he plunges himſelf, 


they are not inflicted on him by any ſeve- 
rity in God, but are conſequences reſult- 


ing from his own obſtinate preference of 
evil to good, of death to life. Could the 


Calviniſt -behold things in this light, I 


am perſuaded he would as. ſoon worſhip 
an idol, as cheriſh his _ : but the- 
misfortune is, neither 


e Calviniſt, nor 
any ſectariſts who reſt on opinions, ſee 
the great plan of creation. Satan and 

4 H 2 Adam 


2. n 8 


till and ſeeing the ſatvation of -the Lord 
patiently through the purifying fire; they 


at length life is ſpent, and they die with 
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Adam came from God in a perfect ſtate of 
happineſs; they were both ſuicides; they 
died to that ſtate, and roſe to another di- 
realy oppoſite, a ſtate of evil and wretchz 
edneſs;; and, whether they will or no, 
from this ſtate they muſt ariſe by under- 
going a ſecond death : the end of creation 
cannot be rendered null and void; God 
will and muſt be All in All, Many are ſo 
happy as to ſeek and find their loſt ſtate 
whilſt they are in this body: they enter 
here, and ſo partake of the firſt reſurrec- 
tion, This is what the Apoſtle means, 
when he ſays, J we be ind with him, we 
122 alſo liue with bim; à death this, very 

ittle underſtood by Chriſtian ſectariſts: 
for when the painful proceſs begins, and 
they feel in their heart his power that can 
kill and make alive, inſtead of fanding 


inſtead of ſuffering the trial, and paſſing 


run here and there to ſeek for an eaſier way, 
and ſo get rid of what they call their 
burden; that is, in other wards, they 
refit the Lord's work, they refuſe to die 
with Chriſt, to enter into his death, and 
ſe become of various opinions, ſuch as 
beſt ſuit their natural * z+ One 
while trying one fect, then another, till 
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all their fallen natural tempers in full 
poſſeſſion of their ſoul, knowing nothing 
of Chriſt but what reading and hearing 
have helped them to. My hope of gary t 
Chriſt in we, Coloſ. i. 27. Chrift formed 
in my heart, Gal. iv. 19. to deſtroy there 


the works of the Devil; that is, all my 


evil tempers, my inborn. pride, anger, 
envy, malice, and covetouſneſs ; and to 
manifeſt,  in- and through me, his own 
amiable qualities of humility, meekneſe, 
and love: for I have nothing wherewith 
to overcome my anger; I can only be 
angry with myſelf for being angry. Of 
myſelf I can do nothing; but through 
Chriſt flrengthening me I can do all things: 
Phil, iv. 13. his power enables me to 
crucify my luſts and paſſions, and to gain 
the victory over the fin that moſt eaſily 
beſets me, over the ſtouteſt evil that has 
gained moſt ſtrength in my heart. Who, 
now, does. moſt honour to God, ſuch a 
Chriſtian, who, without embracing an 

opinion, gives. all the . glory of his ſalva- 
tion to Chriſt Jeſus; or the opiniated 
Calviniſt, who makes God cruel and un- 
merciful to the ſan of his bowels ? for 
though we are. fallen from God, we: ate 
nevertheleſs all his children without di- 
ſtinction, as much as the prodigal was 
the ſon of his forſaken facher ; his N 
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and going from his father, did not deſtroy 


= 
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the relationſhip between them; and his 


return and reception are a full proof of it. 
But alas! ſome make God acting towards 


us, as magiſtrates act towards criminals ; 
but the puniſhments into which man is 


fallen, were not prepared for us as priſons 


and tortures are prepared for criminals, 


No-!- evil unavoidably reſulted from the 
nature of the act: the crime that Adam 
committed, was not as the crime of a 


| r criminal, who is ſeized, dra to 
I ikea, and from thence to Rey or fo 
to puniſhment ; but it was an act of ſui- 
cide, from which he roſe into a life con- 
trary to the happy ſtate in which he was 


created; of conſequence, - therefore, it 
muſt be a life of evil, becauſe no life but 


ſuch can be contrary to a life of happi- 
neſs, But few ſeeing things in this light, 
they look upon the fins they commit, 


as faults committed by criminals ; and, 
therefore, hope for mercy from 'God, m 
the manner *. criminal hopes for mercy 
from his judge. From the Scripture, 
however, nothing like this can be ga- 


thered; it is nothing but an human in- 
vention, and wholly ariſes from utter“ 


| Ignorance 
Teachers, like yſicians, have for ages been in 


error. The preſent ſucceſsful treatment of the _ 
2 | OX 
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ignorance of the fall, and in what it 
conſiſted. When Adam fell, he com- 
| A mitted 


Pox, ſo diametrically oppoſite to former practice, 

were there no more inſtances to offer, ſu s my 
aſſertion: and the evident retiring of the ſoul into the 
center, as in the caſe of drowned perſons, is a full 
contradiction to teachers, who to this day tell us, 
that heaven and hell are diſtant places, and not 
within us. Theſe errors have been fatal both to the 
bodies and ſouls of the people : but as phyſicians, to 
their honour, have corrected their error ; teachers, it 
is to be hoped, will correct theirs, and the blind no 
longer lead the blind. pie: 


Should we, ſee a gardener putting trees into the 
ground with their roots upwards, we ſhould not be- 
hold a greater abſurdity than what is every day com- 
mitted by preachers : hearers, born dead to God, 
and ſtill unawakened, are ſpoken to as if they were 
alive, and had power to walk in his commandments 
blameleſs ; nay, they are even called to love God.; 
and for this purpoſe are told, to form in their minds 
ideas of his goodneſs ; to paint out a character moſt, 
amiable, and then to adore it. This is blindneſs and 
ignorance exceeding, if poſſible, the gardeners's ab- 
ſurd method of planting trees with the roots upwards. 
How can the dead perform living operations? Without 
me, ſaith Jeſus, ye can do nothing; I am the vine, ye. 
are the branches. Preachers ſhould firſt tell us what 
we are; that we are born as dead to God, as branches 
broken from a tree; but that, like ſuch branches, we 
may be again ingrafted, that we may become again 
partakers of that divine nature which was loſt by the 
fall, and ſo again bear the Image and Likeneſs of God. 
This would be teaching us as we ought to be taught: 


but alas ! we are now harangued and perſuaded to do 


what we have no more power to perform than the 
dead ; 
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mitted an act of ſuicide; he flew the 
divine life; but as death cannot. annihi- 
late, he roſe and lived in this life. Now 
nature cannot poſſibly give forth any thing 
but what it has in itſelf; and if it has 
nothing of the divine nature alive in it, 
if it was loſt at the fall, how when we 


dead ; and what is wotſe, are filled with fuck pregu- 
dice againſt the truth,” that we are offended; and thy 
enmity riſes when we chance to hear it. 


A man may, indeed, paint and form in his mind 
moſt lovely images of God; but he that does ſo, will 
neyer know him, becauſe God can only be the magi- 
feſter of himſelf ; for all the ideas à man can tft of 
God in his imapiniation, are as dead and lifeleſs as the 
wg ſtone = of the ts — It is the ſame 
reſpecting piety and virtue: the picture, as drawn by 
4 ar Lap beautiful; but ing only — pint 
nal object, and not an internal growth froth the hett, 
all that we can do is to admire and ſtrive to iniſtate 
it; which imitation, the more outwardly lovely it 
makes us appear, the. more we reſemble, as our Lord 
told the Phariſees, ornamented ſepulchtes, without 
beautiful, but within full of ſtench and r6ttennels,” * 


rt eie 


We can, our Saviour tells us, be defiled by tiothin 
entering into us from without, but only by that e 
which proceeds from the heart: by a parity of refon,” 
nothing from without can benefit'us ; we can ory be 
advantaged by a my proceeding: from withirt us: 
hut as there is nothing good but God, from God" in 


the heart it muſt be that good can come; and fo here 


we have the treaſure,” from which the good man, ont 
of his heart, as our Lord tells us, brings forth g 
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die ſhall wwe be qualified for heaven, with= 
out having a nature ſuitable to that bleſſed 


kingdom This is the hinge on which 
the goſpel turns: the life we now live, 


de are Called to hate, and to die to it, be- 


cauſe it is a life contrary' to the life i 
which we were firſt created; which life 
being loſt, Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond fon 
is become the reſtorer of it to every foul 
that ſeeks and will accept It. Blindneſs 
to this is what makes ſo many Phariſees 
in the Ohtiftian world; great adyocates, 
indeed, for religion, becauſe they can walk 
in all the rules and ordinances of it with 
great eaſs; if not pleaſ ure, to themſelves ; 
fleſh and blood receiving no diſturbance 
from ſuch piety, it being rather a fofterer 
than a deſtroyer of the evil in the heart. 
Poor deluded ſouls} that death which ye 
refuſe here, will come upon you here- 
after! for if- ye will not die to fin in this 


life; if ye will not be delivered from chic 8 


body. F de cath ; if yeh had rather nurſe the 
evil in your heart; 17 5 e had rather keep 
your natural. tempers, however painful to 


yourſelves and troubleſome to others; Ph 
are only making for yourſelves an harder 


death, which lay ond the grave will aft 


were come — you, for ye muſt pas 
— the ſecond death: To this Bind 
neſs, which I charge —_ the Phariſees, 


I are 


3 


are owing all' thoſe falſe and fabulous ac · 
counts given us of our firſt parents eating 


the forbidden fruit; it is treated only as 
an act of diſobedience, and therefore com- 
pared to the injunctions of a rich parent 
to his only child: the death which fol- 
lowed, is not ſeen; Milton did not ſee it; 
and therefore he has made a mere fable 
of the fall. The words of pope Leo the 
tenth to his ſecretary Bembus, as well as 
marking his impiety, diſcovers how blind 
man has always been to the noble plan 


and deſign of God : Quantum nobis 


* noſtriſque ea de Chriſto fabula protects 
* ſatis us ſæculis notum. /4 Ae 
te has been ſufficiently known in all 

% how profitable a thing this fable of 


“ Chriſt has been to us and ours.“ Leo 


treated Chriſtianity as a fable; but it 
ſupported him in the ſtate and pomp of a 
Er and therefore the cheat was worth 


eing countenanced. Every age has had 


its Leos; many, without doubt, may be 
found amongſt us: but I ſhall paſs by 
thoſe, whom the law ſhelters, who enjoy 


the loaves and fiſhes under her protection; 


for ſhe only takes cognizance of the out- 
ward action; and if her rules and orders 


are com 1 with, ſhe ſeeks no further. 


Theſe I ſh and only take noticÞ 
of thoſe we have ſeen ariſe in our days, 
to 


— 
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to whom the people bow down and make 
their offerings, in return for which they 
are entertained with their fables; for, 
indeed, it is not Chriſtianity, but fancies 
of their own, in ſupport of which the 
Scriptures are forctbly tortured, and fo 
the people believe them to be the word of 
God: but by their fruits they may be 
known; their doctrines are contradictory, 
they love not each other, and every teach - 
er ſupports his cauſe with vehemence and 


bitterneſs. neuen : 


When I ſee a man ſtep forth to be a 


leader, I ſuſpe& his deſigns ; and how- 
ever he may colour them over with” the 
glory of God and the good of fouls,” I 
think I behold another Leo hugging and 
ſaying to himſelf, What a profitable 
thing is this fable of Chriſt !” I will 
not ſay that none have gone forth with a 
ſole view to the glory of God and the 
good of ſouls; but when I behold the 
ambition of the leader riſe into an autho- 
rity over the people, and that he lives at 
their expence in what manner he liſts, I 
then ſee the pontif at Rome in minature. 


_ Chriſtianity, though more incapable of 


being hurt than the ſun by ſuch wretches, 
yet loſes its eſteem, and Infidels ſupply 
| e 90%) Fee qhemielves 
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have nothing to quarre 
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A themſelves from hence: WIG pies bs 


ſupport their unbelief. 
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| If preachers would! han ſim mply call the 


people to repentance, ſhew the neceſſi 
of it, explain its nature, and remove al 
their 'miltakes and and prejudices about, it, by 
convincing them that they are only 5 bo 
gers and ſojourners here; that they are 


not as God ereated them, but are fallen 


and really dead to their firſt life ; and that 
true repentance is not fighing nor crying 
but turning and ſeeking after that firſt 
life, which is to be found only i in Chriſt, 
00 1 at the door of every heart inbct- 
ing, Rev. iii. 20. and who became the 
rag Adam in order, to reſtore that divine 
ife, which the firſt Adam flew; if, I fay; 
they would only do this, the peop le would 
1 about; ſects and 
parties would ceaſe, and the Ls bere 1 
Abriß, and Lo there is Chrift,, would no 
more be heard. But alas inſtead of 
Promoters, we find only hinderers of the 
work of God; teachers, indeed, like 
A alles ; Floquent in the Scriptures, - but 
5 1 Fe jp alſo, want to be taught 
the _ of God more perfectly, The 
words repentance, faith, and Joke, -0p0 


much in their pteachings, and, God bath | 
wrought through them to the owakening 1 


Men. 


ſee his ſalvation ; to flop alt reaſonimgs, and 
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of many hearers; but being themſelves 
governed by opinibnk; the awakehed ſoul 
naturally embraces the ſame: bat; not- 
withſtanding this; after the faving work 
of God has gone. òôh in the ſoul; and 
opinions have atailed nothing to remove 
the heart+felt diſtreſs and pain ariſing from 
the proeeſs of -regenetation, we have ſren 
ſuch perſons. leaving theit dw ſet and 
running tò others in fearchof that cure 
which can be \adminiftered dhily by hin 
who inflicted the wound. Here many 
poor ſouls go back again to Egypt, and 
neyer ſee the promiſed land; this is viſi- 
ble in their lives and actions, nature 
ruling and gover 1 in them, to the 
ſhame and ſcandal of their vutwatd pro- 


_ fefſion; This unhappy inſſuenbe of meer 


opinion is primarily —_ to the igno- 
rance of teachers; for having themielves 
ſtopt ſhort; without experiencing in their 
heart the deep work of dying and riſing 
with Chriſt, they can only perſuade others 
to their own way of uking, and to reſt ' 
on ſuch opinions as they themſelves have 
embraced; and thus it comes” to pals; 
that too thaity are turned dt of the Tis” 


hey 
to God in their heart; fo find fill, and 


-bring 


11 


bring every thought. into captivity to Cb 
Jeſus; 4 would ſafely lead en Ln 
all their troubles, — bring forth in their 
ſoul a complete ſalvation: Top Chriſt being 
formed thare, be would ſave them from their 
fins, and deſtroy in them all the works of the 
Devil; and they would then 20 langer hve 
their aun life, but Chriſt would * Fur: 
them ;  thraugh bim they would he more than 
conquerors ;. and ſing in joyful triumph 


this ſong; T hans he to God who grueth' us. 


Ac n en our Lord Feſus Cris! 
* 21/01 00 
Before we put an ind to hi converſi· 
non, 1 will recapitulate the moſt import. 
ant articles of the doctrine I have advan- 
ced. The ſuperiority Adam was placed 


in, and the dominion given him over 


all nature and creatures, is a proof that 
nothing could hurt him; but, in our 
wenne "fate, we can have no conception 
A. 215 7 10 7 8D 93-37: fl 
* He who ly looks to, an —— ſaviout, 
| having formed to himſelf an imaginary Fo ering 
and redemption; may charge me her wit reſectin 
the perſon of him who was called Jeſus Ohriſt 
crucified, by the Jews; I moſt ſalemniy declare, 
that I have no hogs of ſalvation hut in and from 
chat myſterious perfor on called Chriſt Jeſus, whom the 
r put to death: but in the fleſh, which the Jew 
power to deſtroy, I have, L own; no confidence, 
—— Chriſt himſelf ſaid, ;The fleſb "—_— On 
* is we Spirit that quickeneth. ſohn vi. 6 3+. 
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of ſuch an impaſſible nature; we can 
only truly know what our ſenſes com- 
municate to us: but having no ſenſe to 
inform us, what nature that muſt be, 
that could not be hurt or affected by heat 
or cold, or receive the leaſt injury from 
any creature; we can only draw this in- 
ference, that it could not poſſibly be like 
groſs fleſh and blood, but of a compoſition 
directly oppoſite, and as incapable of re- 
ceiving injury, as the air is incapable of 
being injured by us. Now had Adam 
continued in this glorious ſtate, not a 
child that iſſued from him could have had 
a different nature; for like muſt always 
produce its like; but having no ſuch 
nature, we carry. about us the fulleſt 
proof to what Adam changed himſelf. 
He was. of God, born of God, and cal- 
led the Son of God: but alas! what a 
change! there is nothing divine in fleſh 
and blood; the life we have, is quite a 
different life. But what could cauſe this 
change of life ? could it be any thing 
but death that could have altered one life 
to another? Before we can be changed, 
or poſſibly live in another life, we all 
know we muſt die to this life: before 
Adam, therefore, could riſe and live in 
this life, it is clear to a demonſtration, 
that he muſt firſt have died to the life in 

* which 
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which Gad created him. 1 This ſtate of 


the caſe deſtroys all thaſe fond conceptions 
of the fall, Which make it only to conſiſt 
in a ſingle act of diſobedience to Gad, 
that might haye been forgiven in any 
manner God would pleaſe to preſeribe to 
himſelf: hence haye ariſen thoſe. many 
conceits and inventions amongſt Chriſti- 
ans, which have no other ground hut 
imagination for their . for the 

fault being imagigary, the terms of re- 
conciliation have been equally fanciful. 
But in the manner I have treated the 
ſuhject, you ſee it was a real death that 
came upon Adam; that he flew himſelf; 
that the act of eating the forbidden fruit 
was as much a death to him, as taking 
poiſon would be to us: but as taking poi- 
ſon, though it deſtroyed our body, would 
not annihilate, or hinder us from riſing 
in another life; fo the eating the forhid- 
den fruit did not annibilate Adam, who 

roſe and lived in this life. Hence you 

* the church of Ro | 
outward mery to-deceive | y 
Abd weie abt bea — — with "them, 8 
would- fimply produce them to their hearers, there 


mances, nor ſuch ong attachment to 
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ſte, of what ah enduring nature life is; 
death only temoves man from one ſtate to 
another. But Adam, dying to his firſt 
ſtate, loſt his happineſs, and roſe in 
wretchedneſs : this happineſs God defires 
to reſtore; and to accompliſh it, has even 
followed us into this ſtate of wretched- 
neſs. But, take notice, God is a ſpirit ; 
man, therefore, muſt have a part belotig- 
ing ts him of the ſame nature, otherwiſe 
no unn could . be between us; 
for ““ like can only unite with like:“ but 
fleſn and blood is not ſpirit; therefore, 
hid in flefh and blood, muſt lie that, on 
accotint bf which God took upon him our 
nature. This is the reaſon I call fleſſi 
and blood he grave of the fallen foul : if 
it was mofe, Why is it excluded from en- 
joying the kingdom of God? It is not 
poſſiblè to give a clearer ſolution of theſe 
things, than is given in the Scripture, 
which declares fleſh and blood not. ſubjet# 
to the lat of God, nay, that it cannot be; 
that in it dwells no good thing ; that it re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
but counts them fookſhneſs ; and laſtly, that 
it cannot inherit the kingdom of God, be- 
cauſe corruption cannot inherit incorruption : 
as much, therefore, as we have corrupti- 
ble belonging to us, ſo much of us 'caff- 
not inherit the kingdom of God; and 
| K ſurely. 
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ſurely that is, whatever the ſoul  leayey 
behind her. But, clear and plain as this 
is in Scripture, almoſt all our teachers 
overlook it, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men, to which fleſh 
and blood has no objections, but "a 


takes pleaſure in them. This was wh 
made Jewiſh Phariſees, a race of people 
abhorred by God ! and this is what 5 
Chriſtian Phariſees, who are to be met 
with in every chiirgþ and ſect on earth. 


As to the Calviniſts, their account of 
the fall is merely fabulous; their religion 
begins and ends in fancy. There is, in- 
deed, an election and reprobation as they 
ſay, but not as they ſuppoſe: did the 
believe, as the Scripture ſpeaks, that Aol 


* Undet falſe notions impreſſed on the | people, 
through the ignorance of teachers, many things have 
been invented as appendages to religion, which the 
Scripture by no means countenances. But when it 
is known, that man wants only the Divine Life to 
make him happy, and which he only wants becauſe 
he once had it; and that nothing but the Life of God 
in his ſoul, can be of the leaſt advantage to him, 
becauſe this is what was loſt, and muſt be regained 
before he can be qualified for heaven ; to a perſon, 
convinced of this, all outward ceremonies, all pray 
mg and preaching, unleſs ſubſervient to this | 
end, appear no more worthy of attention and regard 
than ſo many idols. * 


and 


. 
and blaod cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
they would behold, in every man, a part 
which God has reprobated, and at, a 
part which he has elected; the duſt ſball 
return to the earth as it was; and the 


ſri foal return to God, who gave it. 


cclei. xii. 7, But the account tne 
Calviniſts give of the fall, and of God's 
anger with Adam and his children, is as 
romantick and wide of truth, as the moſt 
abſurd of the fabulous ſtories of the Hea- 
then poets, | OE 


To the want of underſtanding the fall 
aright, way be attributed all the contra- 
ditions, clamours, diviſions, ſets, and 
parties, which have divided, diſtracted, 
and torn to- pieces the Chriſtian world. 
Were we told by our teachers, what fleſh 
and blood is; that do what we will, we 
cannot make it ſubject to the lau of Gd; 
and that after it has done all, it is but ar 
unprofitable ſervant, and can never inherit 
the kingdom of God; but that, neverthe- 
leſs, there dwells and refides in it ſome- 
thing of an ineſtimable nature, ſo ineſti- 
mable that even God himſelf upon its 
account has followed us into this ſtate 
of wretchedneſs ; which ſomething is a 
ſoul, or life, or ſpirit, ſtripped of its di- 
vine body, that lies buried in theſe groſs 

K 2 earthly 
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earthly bodies; were we, I ſay, only told 
this, and beſought and exhorted to re- 
pent, that is, to turn and ſeek after God, 
who ſtands nearer to the heart than the 
light of the ſun to the eye, for ſays the 
Saviour, Behold I ftand at the door of the 
heart and knock ; what ſhould we have to 
quarrel] about? even no more than mari- 
ners, in the ſight of ſhore, - their ſhip 
breaking to pieces and themſelyes ready 
to periſh, Inſtead of falling out, and 
contending in the midſt of our danger, 
we ſhould, like the ſhipwrecked mariners, 
mutually help and affiſt each other to 
reach the ſhore of a bleſſed eternity; for 
we ſhould all ſee ourſelves in one and the 
ſame unhappy ſtate, and God as equall 

concerned for one as another. But unti 
the fall is taught as I have ſet it forth, 
and mankind ſee jt in this light, quarrels 
and diſſentions will never ceaſe amongſt 
Chriſtians ; becauſe words will never want 
diſputants to take them in various ſenſes, 
1 opinions will always find champions 
to defend them, bs. 
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O art or contrivance of man can 

give to the root of the lily, the 
beautiful colours that'are contained in the 
root of the tulip ; nor can the flavour and 
taſte of the pine-apple be communicated, 
by any power or Nin of man, to the 
melon : each can only give forth its own 
contents ; what they never had by nature, 
can never be communicated to them by 
art. From theſe premiſes we may ſafely 
conclude, that ſmells, taſtes, and colours, 
are not external, but internal qualities ; 
and that they do not enter outwardly, but 
ariſe inwardly from the ſubject that poſ- 
ſeſſes them, and ſhew and manifeſt them 
ſelves externally. Arguing thus of the 
vegetable, I was led to conſider the rati- 
onal creation. ＋ 


There are creatures in the world, which 


very nearly reſemble the human ſpecies, 


The iſland of Borneo produces an Ooran- 


Ootan, of which moſt ſurpriſing accounts 
are related : but though the form very 
nearly reſembles man, yet reaſon is want - 

ing; 


— — — — — 
— — = — - — — 
— — — — —— — — — — 
— — —— 


— ͤꝛ— OE OO ts — 
— 
— — 
— © —— 
— — — — — — 


80 
ing; it is not in him, neither can it by 
any art be communicated to him. This 
diſcovers, that reaſon is not taught, but is 
born in man; that it is no external, but 
an innate quality. Hence I was led to 


-. 
. 


' conclude, if this is ſo, reſpecting reaſon, 


why not fo, reſpecting 499 action that 
e 


that nothing can come from a man which 
is not by nature in him, even thoſe, who 
afe ſhocked at the actions of others, habe 


in their heart the ſame ſeeds, though 28 


05 hidden and concealed, and which 
ave not burſt and broke forth into out- 
Ward action. 1 pots 
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N ſurveying the tation; an ffinits 


variety of bodies meets the eye. From 
the tender graſs we may proceed; in gra- 


dation, to the hard and durable oak, But 


what 1s or, to i more philo- 
ſophieally, what is ſubſtance ? Is it A. 
zuid ſui geherts, or is it a product? When 
2 plant or tree is ſeparated from the earth, 
in a few days we pereeive a change, and 
viſible ſtate of corruption ; this is proof 
chough that it cannot be the firſt; it 
muſt, therefore, be a product, becauſe 
ho longer than life continues, no longer 
can the body or ſubſtance be preſerved 
from periſhing. But then ſeeing there 
are ſuch variety of bodies, may we from 
hence argue that there are an equal variety 
of lives or cauſes, that produce theſe ef- 
fects ? But will philoſophy ſupport us in 
multiplying cauſes for one and the ſame 
effect? For however bodies may differ in 
mode and figure, they are nevertheleſs 
ſubſtance. 


L. But 
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But further; there is no ſubſtance or 
body, whether man or beaſt, fiſh or fowl, 
tree or herb, but what originated from 
ſeed. As various, therefore, as the ſeeds 
are in nature, ſo various are the bodies or 
ſubſtances that ariſe from them: 1 Cor. 
Xv. 38. In the ſeed is. the life, and from 
the life. roceeds the body. All natute 
teaches this truth in very ſtrong and legi- 
ble characters. Nature does not firſt pro- 
duce body, and then add life; but every 
life brings forth its own body with it, 
and gradually proceeds on till -it has 
completed and brought it to perfection. 
They, therefore, evidently hold a very 
abſurd error, who. ſup — that body is 
firſt created, and that 12 n a ſoul is added 
to it: for life, of whatever nature it ig, 
whether animal or vegetable, cannot, nor 
does inhabit any body, ſubſtance, or man- 


ſion, but its own, or Gat which it brings 
forth with it. 


ESSAY 


— Ss a=. 5... 


„ „ r u. 


(V7 


IF E! What is it, and how is it 
-j ſupported ? In every ſeed there is 
life ; al when the ſun has reached it 


with his power, it breaks; a plant ariſes 


from it, and diſcovers its nature. But 


what ſupports this life? for ſupported it 


is, becauſe it may be ſtarved or extin- 
guiſhed. Whilſt in the ſeed, it lies in a 
dead, inactive ſtate; but when it breaks 
forth, after a certain time it” leaves the 
ſeed: but, till that time arrives, the 
ſubſtance of the ſeed appears to ſupport 
it; becauſe until the contents of the ſeed 
are conſumed, and the plant hath ſhot 
forth fibres into the earth, it is not capa- 
ble of ſupporting itſelf ; this time gar- 
deners very properly call the weaning 


e ſeaſon.“ Now it receives its ſuccour 


and nutrĩment from the earth, from which 
it draws and attracts till it has encreaſed 
its body to the bulk and bigneſs nature 


has aſſigned it. This drawing afid at- 
tracting . to be its hunger, which is 
atisfied after this manner. 


ſed and 
L 2 Look 


F 84 f 
Look now at the life of man. The 
moment it exiſts, it draws and receives 


nouriſhment from the mother; but when 
the infant is born, then, like the garden- 


ers ſeeds at the time of weaning, it re- 


ceives its nouriſhment from the earth. 
The infant hungers, and eats ; and its 
hunger and eating do that for it, which 
the drawing and attracting of the plant do 
for the ſupport and encreaſe of its body, 
'The life — ers; if jt is fed, the js 
encreaſes ; if food is kept from, it, the 


body waſtes, and the life extinguiſhes, 


This may be illuſtrated by the lamp: 
whilſt there is oil, the fire. is fed and 
ſupported ; but when that ceaſes, the fire 
goes. out; that is, the fire has conſumed 
and eat up its body, Now when effects 
are the fame, they cannot proceed from 
two cauſes, The cauſe of the conſump- 
tion of the oil in the lamp is the, fire, 
which eats and deyours it; the cauſe of 
the waſting of an human body kept from 
food, is the hungering life, which eats and 
devours until there is no more for it to 


- 


Fonſume, As the effects then in the lamp 
and human body are the ſame, how or 
with what propriety can we aſſign two 
different cauſes for them? Every lite 
brings forth its own body with it; = 

| Hoy 
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he body is as the lamp, and the contents are 

78 as the oil; if the body be ſupplied, as 

en the lamp with oil, life goes on with its 

n- work, it ſwells and enlarges its body until 9 
e- it can enlarge it no further, and then the | | 
h. body fails, , and periſhes, | 
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THEN & — fails ply dro 
what becomes of the life ? Thi 
is difficult to anſwer, becauſe the life 
then ceaſes to be an object of our ſenſes, 
But there is certainly a wide difference 


between the vegetable, animal, and rati- 


onal creation : the vegetable and animal 
life has in it only the nature of this tem- 


poral world, all the products of which 


are viſibly of a reriſhable nature. From 
the nature of the body, therefore, I think 


we may ſafely argue the nature of the life. 
But here it will be ſaid, Is not the body 


of man of a periſhable nature ? Wherein, 
then, conſiſts the difference? The differ- 
ence conſiſts in this man has that within 
him, which is not to be perceived in any 
other creature; man has THOUGHT : A 


2 uncontroulable power, lives 


in his breaſt; every one feels it, and feels 
too how feeble every effort is to ſuppreſs 
it; even the poor drunkard, who ſtupi- 
fies bis ſenſes, ele trouble from it, and 
at times a pungency that he cannot bear. 
Now to ſuppoſe that this ſelf-moving 

power 
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power ceaſes to exiſt when the outward 
periſhable body drops, is ſuppoſing too 
much, and is more than can poſſibly be 
proved. But here it will be objected ; If 
the afore-mentioned premiſes be granted, 
viz. that every life brings forth its 
% own body with it,” when this outward 
body drops, if this ſelf-moving power 
exiſts beyond it, it muſt then be without 
a hody. If there was no other world than 
this, this objection would carry weight: 
but if there is another world, and that of 
a ſpiritual nature, there is doubtleſs a 
ſpiritual life; and if a ſpiritual life, why 
not a ſpiritual body, 1 Cor. xv. 44. juſt 
as the temporal life has a temporal body? 
Let this be granted, and yet who can 
bring any proof to the contrary, what 
can be more evident, than that man is a 
compound creature, conſiſting of a ſpiri- 
tual and natural life; a creature of time, 
and a creature of eternity? N 
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N' the fbrezbing eſſays it is afſerted, 
that every lite bringe forth its ow 
« body with it“ But ſuch as the body 
is, ſuch we fee is the ſtate ad condition 
of inan: if the body be ſound and healthy; 
he paſſes through the world with tolerable 
comfort ; but if weak and ſiekly, the days 
are irkſdmè and the nights Bring no reſt; 
that is, life is miſerable ; it feeds 'off 
comfortleſs food; and ſwallows nothin 
but wretchedneſs. Now if from the 
temporal body either comfort or niifety - 
acerues to the life, does not this open ts 
us how the ſpiritual life is either happy 
or wtetched ? Such as its body is, ſich is 
its ſtate. All agree that man, When firſt 
created, had a glorious body; then he 

was happy: he loſt this body; and then 
the life had nothing to feed on, but a 
temporary body full of corruption. The 
firſt created ſtate of Lucifer and his hoſt, 


is allowed alſo to be glorious, and full of 


light ; then they were happy : but now, 
through their fall, their Rate is dark ; 
the lite his changed its food; it feeds on 

darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, and ſwallows nothing but evil. 
This is their ſpiritual body. Now here 
we ſee, why Chriſt too not on him the 
nature of angels: Heb. ii. 16. they loſt 
their glorious body, and were therefore 
incapable of bringing forth good ; for 
what the life eats and receives, that it 
returns: if the fountain is bitter, the 
waters cannot be ſweet. But not ſo was 
it with man: his fall was into a mixed 
ſtate; a ſtate not of evil only, but of 
good and evil : his life, therefore, now 
feeds on this mixed ſtate, whilſt the life 
of fallen angels is only fed with evil. 
Man's condition, therefore, - is not fixed 
as theirs : there is a temporal life between 
him and eternity ; but when this is paſt, 
then man's ſtate will be fixed. But man 
has happily in this life an offer made him 
of heavenly ſpiritual food ; Jeſus Chriſt 
has given 30 his fleſh to eat, and blood 
to drink: if he turns, which is called 
repentance, and feeds on this ſpiritual 
food, his life will be happy ; and when 
this temporal body of corruption falls off, 
he will find his life or ſoul clothed upon 
with a new body, (2 Cor. v. 1, 2, 3, 4.) 
an heavenly ſpiritual manſion, that can 
never corrupt and die, from which it will 
for ever draw and eat everlaſting, unpe- 
riſhing food. John vi. 48 to 58. 
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ExTracy of Lieeres I. 
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« FF\HE outward groſs body certainly 
_ aroſe from Adam's dividing and 
ſeparating the one harmonious ele 
into four. From hence divides 
and feparation, and one element prevailed 
over the other : hence death and c 
tion; and hence alſo aroſe the neceflity 
for a ſecond Adam to undo, and bri 
into order, what the firſt Adam 
thrown into confuſion. This our bleſſed 
Lord did; and when this di ſordered di 
vided body hung upon the crofs, he ſuf» 
fered its blood to be poured out, becauſe 
it was a blood, that could nat inherit the 
kingdom of God. But when he ſaid if i 
Fiſhed, then it was that this divine ope- 


Tator in a way inviſible to man (juſt as he 


made the cup of water wine) and 
brought back into one the four divided 
elements, in which unity confifted — 
paradifiacal body, which body his 

put on and entered with into parade. 
All the reſt was left to convince us, that 


Aab 


eſo 
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Mb and blood eannet inherit the kingdom of 


te But take notice of our Lord's words to 
the thief ; This day thou ſhalt be with me 

in paradiſe but this was impoſſible, 
without a paradifiacal body; becauſe the 
paradifiacal body being deſtroyed, was the 
ſole cauſe of man's being unable to live 
any longer in paradiſe. But our Lord 
tells us, he came to fork and fave that which 
qwes bojt; Now what ſtronger proof can 
we have than from his own words, that 
that, wwhith tut bff in the thief, was 
ſaved ; that Jeſus, when he had finiſhed 
the glorious work of redemption in his 
own body, finiſhed alſo the fame in the 
body of the thief; for if we believe, in 
conſequence 'of our Lord's words, that 
the thief died from the croſs into paradiſe, 
we muſt allow that the four broken di- 
vided elements were redueed and brought 
back into one, ſo that his ſoul became 
clothed with a paradiſiacal body, other- 
wiſe it could not poſſibly for want of it 
have entered into pafadife. Thus it be- 
comes plain even to a demonſtration, that 
the very ſame identical body riſes that 
was flain at the fall. And thus again you 
ſee how that ſame body was raiſed by the 
ſecond Adam, which the firſt had de- 
M 2  ſtroyed; 
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ſtroyed; and how it is corruption put; 
on incorruption in a moment, the twink- 
ling of an eye; for as ſoon as the thief 
put off one body, he put on the other 
and entered into paradiſe. The feces, 
the caput mortuum, indeed, were left 
hanging on the croſs; but our Lord had 
raiſed out of it a ſpiritual body, a body 
that could live in paradiſe.” 


*« As to the outward groſs earthly body 
of fleſh and blood, which cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, that is not the 
body which Adam flew ; that is the body 
which lived: that is not what was loſt 
that is the body that was found. When 
the forbidden fruit was eaten, it was the 
paradiſiacal body that died, and the earth- 
ly body ſprung up and lived and flouriſhed 
in its ſtead ; but as this ſhould not have 
been, therefore it is that we are called to 
hate this life, and are aſſured that fleſh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” 


Jam, &c. 
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'D EAR 81 R, 
1 TH ANK you for your objections. 

I ſhall be olad to ſearch with you this 
matter to the — But you muſt 
keep cloſe to my terms; you muſt not 
change them. What I call paradifiacal, 
you name angelical. « The difference 
e between us,” you fay, % conſiſts in 
4c this,” viz. © you hold the redemption 


«© complete when man has reſtored to him 


cc 2 angelical body.” I ſay no ſuch 
I — not ſo much as uſed the 
wor angelical. My "words are ““ the oo 


« radifiacal body.” 


* Of life there are different gl 2 ac 
yet all life originates from the ſame root; 
but the difference of each body is only 


made by the difference of its body. 'The 


angelick life has an angelick body ; ; the 
paradiſiacal life a paradiſiacal body; and 
the N life an N 1 Adam's 
life, at his creation, acal, 
becauſe his body was aradiſiacal,” 


All 
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All creatures are from and out of na- 
ture; and ſuch as the nature, or world 
is, out of which the creatures are formed, 
ſuch and of the ſame nature they evidently 
are; otherwiſe they could not poſſibly 
have any communion with it. But take 
notice; before Adam was created, nature, 
which was then paradiſiacal, had brought 
forth every order of creation: now fuck 
as their nature was, ſuch was it abſolutely 
need ful for Adam's body to be; otherwiſe, 
uu would have been as diſtinct and ſepe 
rate from them, as if he had had only an 

anpelick nature: but he was formed to 
live with them, and to rule and 28 
. over all nature, which he could 
by the medium of his paradiſiaeul 257 
But when the fall deſtroyed this body then 
ull this power ceaſed ; - and as man was 
become ſubject to vanity, ſo on man's 
account the creature was made ſubject to 
vanity likewiſe. Rom. viii. 20. The 
four united frarmonious elements loſt 
their bright Kate, and became groſs, thick 
dark, diſanited, and full of contradiction, 
al nature ſets her ſeal to this.” 


«© But now comes the point. This tot 
-paradifiacal body you think will not he 
reſtored till the lat conflagration: but it 
certainly was reſtored to the thief; or for 

| want 
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want of it he could not poſſibly have en- 
tered into paradife ; for if he had entered 
without it, be could have had no more 
communion with paradiſe, than an 
can have communion with this wor 
becauſe he has nothing earthly in his na- 
ture. I agree with you, that in good 
men the divine, and in bed the diabolick 
body grows. But this is not our queſtion, 
On the afore-mentioned principles, I ſay, 
it is impoſſible for a creature to exiſt in 
a world, the nature of which it has not, 
Paradiſiacal creatures muſt have a yours 
fracal body. This body Jeſus raiſed and 
reſtored to the thief ; and the fame he 
can do for you and me, for we carry it 
about with us, though dead: and this is 
the body, the redemption of which, St. 
Paul fays, he waits for. Rom. viii. 23. 
this is the building of God not 
with hands, which he ſo earneſtly groaned 
for. Read the fifth chapter of the ſecond 
epiſtle to the — ta verſe 5. and 
you will ſee how it is mortality is ſwal- 
lowed up of life, and when corruption 


puts on incorruption. 


But do you not greatly err, my dear 
friend ? you * to ſtumble at the very 
— You told me that you thought 


man was not ſown a natural body, till he 
Was 


= = — 
= — nn 
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was laid in the grave. In my little tract 
you ſee that falſe notion of body being 
created firſt, and a ſoul infuſed into it 


after, ſufficiently exploded ; for I there- 
in prove, that every life brings forth its 
own body with it; and that the inſtant 


the natural life exiſts, the natural body 


exiſts alſo. But if you aſk, when is it 


the natural life exiſts? I anſwer, in the 


womb: and that it is. there the natural 
body is ſown, and not when it is put a 


dead, cold, lifeleſs lump of clay into the 


ground. Man, the firſt fallen Adam, 


ſows a natural body; he can do no more: 
Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, by his almighty 


power, raiſes it a ſpiritual body. When 
you ſee things in this light, it will enlarge 


your ideas, and make you think quite 


different from what you have hitherto - 


done.. 5 
I am, dear Sir, | 


' Yours, &c. 
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pa 8 IR, LE peer MO one 
*Y? V cannot ME 1 erceive, agree 
with me. 1 15 has ri- 
vetted you to the thought, that man can- 
not be complete till that period arrives, 


when time mall be no more; or when 


the laſt fire ſhall begin its office of ſepara- 
tion between 456 and evil. But why 
muſt the true believer wait till this criſis ? 
or where, if this is the caſe, is the ad- 
vantage of believing? If Chriſt js not 
all-powerful, St. Paul hath faid in vain, 
Ye are complete in him. If the paradifiacal 
body, that was flain by Adam, cannot be 
raiſed by Jeſus till the final conſumma- 


tion, how came he to ſay to the thief, 


This day thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe ” 


« Eve y creature * a nature ſuitable to 
the world in which it exiſts: deſtroy this 
nature and the creature can no lon 
have an, exiſtence in that kingdom. Thi 


was the caſe with Adam: when his by. | 
radifiacal nature was flain, he inſtantly 
commenced 
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commenced an inhabitant of this world; 
and when the nature of this world is de- 
ſtroyed in us, that inſtant we ſhall become 
inhabitants of another. What can there- 
fore be more evident, that no creature 
can live in paradiſe, unleſs it has a para- 
difiacal nature ? But if we believe Jeſus, 
the thief died from the croſs into para- 
diſe ; but this he could not have done 
unleſs he had poſſeſſed a paradiſiacal na- 
ture, and poſſeſs this he could not, un- 

| leſs the all- powerful Jeſus had raiſed and + 
clothed his foul with it. 


“ But you tell me, I do not rightly con- 
ider the three principles of which man 

was compounded. My aſſerting ſo ſtrong-. 
ly as I have, that the paradiſiacal body of 
every believer, that enters into paradiſe 
from this world, is raiſed by Jeſus, -I 
thought would have ſecured me from this 
objection; for is not the paradiſiacal na- 
ture the third principle, and when that 
is reſtored, whether ſooner or later, is not 
man made complete, I mean, a being 
compounded of the dark, the light, and 
the paradiſiacal world ? If he was only. of 


the firſt, his nature would be the ſame as 


the fallen angels; therefore he could. not 
be qualified Br paradiſe : if he was only 


of the firſt and ſecond, though he would 


* 


be 
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be as happy as unfallen angels, yet his 
nature would —_ conſiſt like theirs of 


two principles. But when Jeſus reſtores 
to him the loſt paradiſiacal body, then he 
conſiſts of three principles, and is as per- 
fect as God N = firſt man. Pow 
if Jeſus by his almighty power raiſes the 
aan aradiGacal body 4 En to qua- 
lify them for e wink what is it that 
they Want more, or how can I ſhew forth 
in ſtronger expreſſions, that man then 
becomes completely compoſed of the three 
principles, of which the firſt man was 
compounded ?” ey 


| 1 ſaid, My Kingdom it not of this 
world; and he d to the thief, 7515 
day thou” ſhalt be with, nt in paridiſe : 
ſtronger. proof cannot be given that para- 
diſe is his kingdom. Now what more do 
we want, to qualify us for this kingdom, 

| | 1 nature? When man 
comes into this world, he comes into it 
fully poſſeſſed of all its nature; 'when he 
ſhall quit it, and be ſo happy as to be 


born again into the paradifiacal world, by 
a parity of reaſon he will want no more 


to be added to him in that kingdom, than 
he wanted to be added when he commen- 
ced an (inhabitant of this. And is not 
8 N 2 Jeſus, 
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Jos, the "Oy 1 | 
1 0 of believers, pn, the. this ? 


ter his ſolemn. iſe o ws . 
l ny ay be ee mit 1 


_ The great oe ; of REI 
this: when they put o this carthly body, 
Jeſus raiſes and Avthes th Da 5 with a 
ſpiritual body: 12 them for 
his e ; 5 is. their dding gat” 


ment. have not. bea to wait 
till the Tu ans oak for by 


his 
loye and merc de "that for, == 
immediately at . es Ale this world, 
which by his 3 will do at the 
final reſtoration, hen every thing, and 
every creature, ſhall; be made paradifjacal, 
when all nature ſhall be dehvcred, 875 
its vanity ao the ae ere gl 
aden of God. tial gig 5 


17 be 


2 70 ' Nothing, Sir, 1 cile EN or be 


above the ſtate in which it was created. 


But now if Jeſus makes the believet pa- 
radifiacal, he is then in his higheſt and 
beſt Nate ;* and wants no more, nor can 
have more, were he to wait thouſands « 

ears; for he cannot. rife higher and be 
etter than Adam was, when God de- 
clared him to be WF . The thought, 
erefore, 


oma _——_— ws Do <a 
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therefore, that we cannot be complete 
until the final conſummation, appears to 


me to flergguty from the power of Jeſus, 
e | 


and to make his kingdom imperfect, 
of courſe the creatures in it incomplete. 
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coN TAINING 
r 
NOWLEDGE is attained with 


k. great difficulty; we have it not by 
intuition, but acquire it by many unſuc- 


ceſsful trials and long experience. One 


gives a hint, and another improves it. 
ut prejudice and ignorance too often 
ſtand in the way : That cannot be; 


or I cannot believe that; has cruſhed 


many an uſeful projet. When the 

Dr. Sydenham propoſed a cool regimen 
in the Small Pox, pens were drawn and 
mouths opened againſt him from every 
part; but who would dare at this day to 
riſe up and write againſt it, eſtabliſhed 


as it is on the Suttonian and Dimſdalean 


foundation ? But had not theſe men boldly 
Rept forth and convinced the world by a 
practice almoſt generally before reproba- 
ted, we had gone on to this hour heating 
and deſtroying. 

| | There 
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There ſeems to be a fatality in man to 
oppoſe and reſiſt his good. How inere- 
dible did the recovery of drowned: perſons 
appear at firſt 2; When the report reach- 


ed England, that many abroad had been 


brought again to life after lying under 
water above an hour, who gave it credit? 
But experience has ſince convinced us of 
its poſſibility. Still, however, we are at 
the greateſt loſs to account for it, owin 


to our conception that the life or ſo 


at death flies out of the body: this I 
have ſhewn to be a vulgar error in note 
page 42. and have proved from the ex- 


_ periments. tried on drowned perſons ap- 


parently dead, that the life or ſoul does 
not fly out of the body and leave it exter- 


nally. 


Now from the great ſucceſs attending 
the recovery of drowned perſons, I would 
offer a hint to the publick, and leave it 
to be improved by them, reſpecting the 
recovery of thoſe who are mad and given 
up as incurable. | 


When madneſs breaks forth, the firſt 
care of the phyſician is to reduce and keep 
his patient low in order to check the ve- 
locity and whirl of his thoughts; and if 


poſſible to procure ſleep, by quieting the 
internal 
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internal turbulency. If all his fill and 
efforts fail, ſuch a perſon is as much loſÞ 
to ſociety, as if he was dead. Now if 


fuch am one was plunged into water, and 


there kept till he was apparently dead, 


and was then recovered by the uſnal me- 
thods, and of which recovery we have 
now a moral certainty, I am apt to believe 


wie ſhould: behold a perfect cure. 


There is, I own, ſomething ſhocking 
to nature in the experiment ; but if the 
patient be already loſt and dead to ſociety, 
why ſhould we heſitate a moment to make 
the trial, when the probability of ſuc< 
coding i is ſo flattering ? * 4 
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